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The meeting started at 3:00 PM CST.

Introductions

The minutes from the Dec. 19, 2003 meeting were discussed and approved by unanimous consent.

James Wiczer, the working group chairperson, discussed issues associated with patents, intellectual property, and related concerns. Two viewgraphs from the IEEE SA (Standards Association) were distributed to all participants on this topic. The contents of these viewgraphs have been added to an appendix to these minutes. Wiczer asked that all participants announce to the working group information about  any patents that might be relevant to the work of the group. The request was for patents that any individual has knowledge about that seems to relate to the work of the group. The request was not limited to patents individuals may own or be directly associated with the generation of the patent. The request was broad and included any information about any patent that may relate to the work of the working group. 

James Wiczer, the working group chair, sought self-nominations for the position of Working Group Secretary. It was agreed that interested parties would discuss this position with Wiczer in greater detail offline.

Stan Woods and Kang Lee discussed the standards process from the perspective of steps required to secure IEEE SA approval. Details of the balloting process were explained and information about how other members of the IEEE 1451.x family have moved through the IEEE process were discussed.

Several participants discussed the length of time required to complete the work of this working group. It was suggested that the work of this group should require from 1 year to 2 years to complete. Many believed that by starting with an approved standard and adding enhancements will facilitate the process.

One of participants suggested that a successful procedure in prior standards committees used the technique of having interested participants generate a strawman proposal. The proposal would be sent to the working group chair, who, if appropriate, would distribute the strawman proposal to other participants. Comments would be generated and sent back to the working group chair for discussion at the next working group meeting. This approach was approved by the group as an initial mode of operation.

Wiczer suggested that the initial focus of the group should be an enhancement to the existing IEEE-1451.2 hardware serial interface between the STIM and the NCAP. This serial interface, currently referred to as the TII (Transducer Independent Interface) involves a somewhat different 10-wire interface. Although the interface is approximately a derivative of a commonly available SPI (Serial Peripheral Interface Motorola trademark) with a few added signal and power wires, it is viewed by some as an added difficulty when implementing IEEE 1451.2. Wiczer suggested that a subset of the working group focus on possible alternate hardware interfaces. 

Limited discussion on the topic by several participants and the chair suggested that the existing TII should not be eliminated from the standard. It was agreed that additional discussions on this topic would be held in future meetings.

In support of the Working Group effort on additional serial interfaces, Wiczer agreed to use email to send participants links to articles about serial interfaces – particularly common UARTs such as those used for RS-232 interfaces. Tim Salo and Charles Summey volunteered to provide links to some of their favorite Serial Interface resource sites.

Finally, Kang Lee received permission from the IEEE to provide IEEE P1451.2 participants a copy of the original version of the IEEE 1451.2 standard. Wiczer used e-mail to provide a “PDF” version of this IEEE Std 1451.2- 1997 to all working group participants.

Action Items

The Working Group Chair has agreed to provide the following materials to participants:

A copy of the PDF file containing the original IEEE-1451.2 standard.

Reference links to common hardware serial interfaces.

In addition, Wiczer agreed to chat with individuals about the position of Working Group Secretary

During the meeting, the working group chairperson, J. Wiczer, agreed to continue to prepare the minutes on a temporary basis and to serve as the temporary secretary. Selecting a secretary will be one of the first items of business at the next meeting.

Charles Summey, Tim Salo stated that they would send the working group chair additional information on serial interfaces as a result of the meeting. 

Robert Johnson agreed to provide a link to the Sensors Magazine web site that connects to an article he and Stan Woods wrote about upgrading the IEEE 1451.2 effort. The link to the Sensors Magazine article is http://www.sensorsmag.com/articles/0901/74/index.htm
Robert Johnson also noted that he was associated with a patent effort and he would provide a link to me on that effort. Robert Johnson stated that he did not believe that this invention would impact the efforts of the Working Group.

Conclusions

All of the telephone participants agreed to participate in the next meeting if their schedule will permit. It was agreed to hold the next telephone conference meeting of this group on Jan. 23rd , 2003 at 4:00pm EST (3:00 pm, CST, 2:00pm MST, 1:00pm PST)

The meeting ended at 4:00 PM CST.

Appendix A

IEEE-SA Standards Board Bylaws on Patents in Standards

6. Patents

IEEE standards may include the known use of patent(s), including patent applications, provided the IEEE receives assurance from the patent holder or applicant with respect to patents essential for compliance with both mandatory and optional portions of the standard. This assurance shall be provided without coercion and prior to approval of the standard (or reaffirmation when a patent becomes known after initial approval of the standard). This assurance shall be a letter that is in the form of either 


a) A general disclaimer to the effect that the patentee will not enforce any of its present or future patent(s) whose use would be required to implement the proposed IEEE standard against any person or entity using the patent(s) to comply with the standard or 

b) A statement that a license will be made available without compensation or under reasonable rates, with reasonable terms and conditions that are demonstrably free of any unfair discrimination 


This assurance shall apply, at a minimum, from the date of the standard's approval to the date of the standard's withdrawal and is irrevocable during that period.

Inappropriate Topics for IEEE WG Meetings
lDon’t discuss licensing terms or conditions
lDon’t discuss product pricing, territorial restrictions or market share
lDon’t discuss ongoing litigation or threatened litigation
lDon’t be silent if inappropriate topics are discussed… do formally object.

If you have questions,

contact the IEEE Patent Committee Administrator

at patcom@ieee.org

