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Dear Sirs, 
 
The IEEE 802.1 AVB task group is currently in working group ballot on the draft of the 
IEEE P802.1AS document.  We attach a copy of the latest draft (D6.1).  Clause 13 of this 
document describes the method to pass precise timing over 802.3 EPON.  This scheme is 
quite similar to the method described in the draft G.984.3 Am 2 (currently under 
consideration in Q2/15).  In both schemes, the PON system has a local clock (the 
superframe counter in G-PON, the MPCP clock in EPON), and this local clock is related 
to the global time of day via a synchronization message.   
 
In the case of EPON, it is desirable to use the MAC control channel to pass this message.  
We note that in the recent 802.3av standard, a unique opcode (0xFF FE) was allocated in 
the MAC control channel for use by ITU-T in defining extensions.  We believe that the 
synchronization message is a suitable extension.  Therefore, we request that SG-15 
allocates a message sub-type of the MAC control channel for 802.1AS to use for this 
purpose.   
 
Sincerely,  
 
Tony Jeffree 
IEEE 802.1 Working Group Chair. 


