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Dear 802.16 WG Chair,

 You are undoubtedly aware of the ongoing activity in relation to the auctions in India for 3G and BWA spectrum. We have reasons to believe that this time there are all the indications that the auctions will go through. And this is happening not a day too soon, given India’s low penetration of broadband connectivity, which wireless technology can play a big role in addressing.

 This is a very important time for us as this marks what could be the start  of a broadband revolution in India. But this is also a very fragile time for BWA in India. India looks for technologies that are global and standards-based, and its operators want the best and latest with a clear roadmap for the years ahead. A technology that is mature for immediate deployment, and yet has a clear roadmap for a generational improvement in key features, will be welcomed by operators. In this regard, uncertainty in schedule and uncertainty in clear migration paths may lead to a false start for technologies such as WiMAX.

 Increasing system capacity is a key issue, given the high subscriber density and cell density anticipated. The deployment will be reuse-1, since each operator will have only 20 MHz TDD spectrum. This means that a significant  fraction of usees will experience low SINR. At the same time, adaptation for large-cell rural deployment will also be needed. Good performance under these differing deployment conditions is vital, and we believe that 16m addresses these requirements quite well. Therefore, as Indian operators embark on the roll-out of  WiMAX deployments soon after the auctions are finalized, we would like to see a quick and unambiguous migration path to 16m clear in front of us. The most natural migration path for WiMAX operators is from WiMAX Rel 1.0 to WiMAX Rel 2.0. 

However, we are concerned about the timing of the completion of the base specifications. A completion of 16m in 2010 is a very important factor for India, as is a clear commitment and definite timeline for availability of Release 2.0 WiMAX.  As 802.16 WG Chair, we would like to urge you to do everything in your power to facilitate a timely completion of the specification.
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