
MEETING 21 MINUTES: 

 

Call to Order   UPAMD Power Subgroup meeting – Paul Panepinto   7am Pacific 28 July 2011 

I.       Introductions/Attendance 

Bob, Edgar, Paul 

 

II.       Approval of 07/28/2011 Power Subgroup Agenda 

Motion - Bob; Seconded – Edgar. 

 

III.       Presentation of 07/14/2011 Power Subgroup Meeting 20 Notes 

Motion – Edgar; Seconded – Bob. 

 

IV.       IEEE Call for Patents. See 

https://development.standards.ieee.org/myproject/Public/mytools/mob/slideset.pdf  

 

V.       Review of Power Related Content on UPAMD website 

 

1. Current UPAMD 1823 Template 

2. Discussion of Power Requirements 

3. Discussion of State Machine related to Power 

4. Messages and Use Cases for connection detection and boot-up operation 

5. Discussion on Priority 

 

VI.       Where to go from here… 

 

1. Continue with use cases? 

2. Work on open questions (from recent emails on security, automatic shutdown of 

subordinate devices, and recent Communications Subgroup meeting)? 

3. Something else? 

Sort out the question of how to handle dumb sinks.  Case 1 LED lamp drawing only 

1.5W, allocating 20W.  That might prevent something else from getting power.  A 

potential solution would be to measure the power going to the device. Can use a quota 

scheme based upon actual consumption, similar to HDD devices.   

 

Where do dumb devices fit into the priority chain?  If it is the only light in the room, it 

may be more important than anything else.  Put it somewhere near the bottom, but not 

the bottom. 

 

A.) Dumb devices are assigned Application Criticality Lowest, Request Priority second 

to bottom and Sender Class – Dumb Sink. 

B.) Dumb devices power consumption will be measured and a quota allocated to free 

up power where needed.  Two LED lamps instead of consuming 40W might 

actually consume only 3W – 4W. 

 

Bring this up to the group? Yes.  Power Group come to this conclusion.  Any 

objections?  How is quota determined?  Does the UPAMD need to define the quota 

algorithm?  Power consumption over the last 5 seconds plus 10%.     

 



60W EPS with 3 dumb lamps and now you plug in a 45W laptop.  Can operate with 

all using the quota mechanism rather than a blank 20W per dumb device allocation. 

 

In the above scenario, if the 3 dumb devices are not lamps, but speakers, for 

example.  If they operate in low power mode for a while, but then want to operate at 

high power (by someone raising the volume, for example) they may be shut down 

because 20W were no longer allocated to them. 

 

In the past we have had a distinction between Docking Station and Adapter.  What 

is that distinction.  Docking Station was always a slave to the master power adapter.  

How much power it was responsible for, because the adapter could not see all the 

power it needed.  The adapter had no visibility of the Hub/Docking Stations real 

power need.   Change proposed that we treat all of them as Adapters.  This can be 

done because discovery could now identify all the real power needs and we no 

longer need to have the Docking Station report to a master power adapter the need 

of all its connected devices. 

 

VII. New business? 

 

1. Edgar wants to discuss energy conservation requirements, green requirements, 

government regulations. 

2. Device State message (how to convey device ID/state/packet info to those that may 

need it.) 

3. How to deal with and allocate power for dumb devices. 

 

VIII.        Adjourn 

Motion – Bob. 

 

 


