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Agenda:

1. Discuss instrument data that should be captured for capabilities

2. Discuss how to add this data to instrument description schema

3. Discuss test system and test adapter data that should  be captured for capabilities

4. Discuss how to add this data to the relevant schemas

Minutes:

· Powerpoint file containing instrument and system data was discussed. Additions/modifications were made.  The file is posted on Groove in the Capabilities file folder.

· It was determined that a small XML ‘snippet’ is needed that can be used by the various schemas to store some types of capabilities data (chiefly signal descriptions).  The contents of this snippet were determined to be as follows:
· 1641-based signal descriptions (1-infinity list)

· For each signal:

· Parameters that can be controlled (1-infinity)

· For each parameter:

· Range, resolution, accuracy

· For the list of signals, record choices: Which signals can you do?  One at a time or all at once?

· Signals are tied to ports (consider multi-port instruments)
· A new “Instrument Instance” schema is needed, for capabilities and for other reasons.  We assumed that such a schema would eventually be designed.

· Instrument capabilities data can be stored inside of an Instrument Description instance file if the instrument is simple enough (e.g., a power supply).  If the instrument is too complex, the capabilities data will be stored in the Instrument Instance schema, in which case only the signals that are needed for the application at hand need be defined.

· All other data that is needed to satisfy the capabilities requirements for instruments is already contained in the Instrument Description schema.

· For systems, all necessary capabilities data is already contained in the Test System schema except for signal path characterization (e.g., attenuation).  This data to be added to the Test System schema.

Actions:

1. Dan and Teresa to create a Capabilities snippet in XML form for the next face-to-face meeting

2. Tamara to add signal path degradation data to the Test Station schema.

