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Distribution Automation Working Group 
2006 IEEE/PES General Meeting 

Montreal, Canada 
June 19, 2006 

Minutes 

New Officers 
Anil Pahwa decided to step down, but will still attend the meetings.  Doug Staszesky will take 
over as Chair, NDR Sarma will move up to Vice-Chair and Georges Simard of Hydro Quebec 
will become Secretary. 

Scope of Working Group 
We discussed the scope and name of the working group.  There were suggestions to modify the 
name of the working group to better recognize the idea that distribution system design needs to 
be changed to take full advantage of distribution automation.  In the end, we decided that we 
would leave the name of the working group as “Distribution Automation Working Group” since 
the scope statement discusses distribution system design.   

We did agree that the scope statement could be improved to better recognize the idea discussed 
above. 

DA Tutorial 
Anil noted that owners of trademarks and copyrights do not need to release them to IEEE if they 
are referenced in the tutorial. 

He also said that it is permissible to simply provide slides in lieu of full paper-oriented texts 
when giving the tutorial.  We believe this will help us actually get the tutorial updated. 

The deadline for submitting the tutorial is in December 2006. 

Panel Sessions 
We agreed to assemble two panel sessions. 

“Economic Justification of Distribution Automation”  will be organized by Georges Simard.  
The panel will include utility members who have performed justifications, and perhaps a more 
general paper on development of a general approach to justification of automation. 

“Communications and Information Management Technologies for Distribution Automation” 
will be chaired by Doug Staszesky and will be focused on a review of advanced communications 
and information technologies that are available for use with distribution automation. 

DA Research Intiatives and Projects for Coordination 
Some important projects and areas for coordination were discussed in a short roundtable review 
of activities: 

o DV 2010  
• Demonstrations under way at BC Hydro and We Energies 

o EPRI Advanced Distribution Automation (ADA) Program (Mark McGranaghan) 
• Roadmap has been developed 
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• Distribution Fault Anticipator (DFA) 
• IUT - Intelligent Universal Transformer 
• Solid State Switch for distribution 
• Monitoring Infrastructure Specifications 

o Hydro Quebec Automation Initiative (Georges Simard) 
 Project calls for installation of 3750 remote feeder control switches and 

breakers on 1000 feeders (1/3 of Hydro-Québec distribution network) 
for the next 6 years 

 Hydro-Québec's is also doing tests on data integration on actual 
control cabinet on its test line (December 2006)  

o DOE Project on Advanced Fault Location and Monitoring System Development 
- EPRI Solutions (Mark McGranaghan) 

• Commercialization efforts for Distribution Fault Anticipator (DFA) 
• National Disturbance Library for Fault Location 

 8 utilities contributing data 
 www.expertmonitoring.com 

o AEP Peer-to-peer communications DOE Project 
o Southern Company Data Integration Project for substation and distribution 

automation function 
o Southern California Edison Distribution circuit of the future.  Installation of 

advanced distribution equipment on a real feeder (Bob Yinger) 
 

Other 
Mark McGranaghan mentioned that the PQA Conference for 2006 has been expanded this year 
to include Advanced Distribution Automation (ADA) and is hosted this year by Southern 
Company in Atlanta on July: http://www.mypq.net/program97/pqnewsdisplay.asp?ID=122 

Georges Simard noted that Hydro Quebec is hosting an international coordination meeting for 
research in the area of advanced distribution automation (ADA) in Montreal on October 24, 25 
and 26.  More details will be available shortly. 

John Tengdin noted that he is in the process of updating C37.2 – the compendium of device 
names.  You can contact John if you are interested in the plans for the update.  This update will 
be designed to better coordinate with international development efforts for the Common 
Information Model and in IEC TC57. 

Upcoming Meetings 
We will plan to meet at the winter technical meeting in Orlando in January 2007. 

Look forward to advice on webmeetings or teleconferences related to the tutorial and panel 
sessions. 

 


