
Distribution Automation Working Group

2009 IEEE/PES General Meeting

Calgary, Alberta, CA
July 27, 2009 from 3PM to 5PM 

Minutes
Welcome

Georges Simard, Chair introduced himself as chair of the Working Group and briefly presented the slides explaining IEEE policy governing the conduct of the working group meeting.  

Approval of the minutes of the previous meeting

Minutes from the Working Group meeting in Atlanta 2009 were approved without amendment. 
Membership

Membership list was passed around for update. Very good attendance (~ 35 persons) with cross section of utilities, consultants, manufacturers, and academics.

DA Group Business
Discussion of DA Working Group Officers: Two year term of current DA working group officers ends in January 2010. Due to the number of working group initiatives started by the current officers that are just getting underway, it was proposed that the current officers stay in office for an additional one year. There were no objections to this proposal from the attendees. However, the proposal to extend the term of the current officers must be approved by the IEEE T&D Committee.
Doug Staszesky Special Award: Larry Clark, Chair of the selection committee for this special award, announced that Joint recipients were selected for the inaugural 2009 DMS DA Award. The award presentation will be made during the Awards Luncheon on Tuesday, July 28, 2009. The joint recipients are: Jack Li, ENMAX Power Corporation and Dean Craig, ENMAX Power Corporation.  The deadline for nominations for the 2010 DMS DA Award is January 1, 2010.  The DMS DA Award description and nomination form can be found in the IEEE PES Awards and Recognition Web site in the General PES Awards list and also on the DA WG website. 
Preparation for DAWG Activities for IEEE T&D Conference and Exposition, New Orleans, LA, USA, April 20-22, 2010 

Paper Panel Session: "Integrating AMI and Advanced Sensor Data with Distribution Automation”  The DAWG Invited Panel Session is full for the April 2010 IEEE PES T&D conference & exposition. The following have agreed to participate in the panel session.

1. Russell (Russ) Neal, SCE

2. Thomas (Tom) F. Weaver, AEP

3. Alan Bern, Oncor

4. Dean Craig, ENMAX

The “Invited Code” and Panel Session Paper Submission instructions were forwarded to the panel participants on July 13, 2009. The paper submission site will remain open through August 25, 2009. The panel participants have been requested to complete the paper submission process by Friday, August 14, to allow time prior to the August 25 deadline to ensure that the papers are properly catalogued within the PES paper submission process. 
Panel sessions at 2009 General Meeting

One panel session pertaining to DA is being conducted at this General Meeting. Panel sessions being conducted are:  

Topic: “DA as Part of the Smart Grid Roadmap” Chair Georges Simard; 
A second panel session (Topic: "Information Models for Distribution Automation”) was scheduled for this 2009 general meeting.  Since only one paper / presentation was submitted, the panel session was cancelled and the paper was included in another panel session.  The DAWG is seeking to gather enough presentations to sponsor a panel session on the same topic for the 2010 general meeting.
Volt and Var Control Task Force or Working Group
Due to growing interest in the topic of distribution Volt/VAR control, creation of a DAWG task force or separate working group for this subject is being considered. The DAWG will submit a proposal to the Distribution Subcommittee on how the Volt/VAR Control initiative should be handled  and which type of group is best (DAWG Task Force or Working Group). 
Tutorial on DA Concepts

The Tutorial on Distribution Automation Concepts sponsored by the DA WG, which has been very well received, was not conducted at the Calgary meeting due to IEEE policy prohibiting tutorial topic from being covered at three consecutive sessions.  Dr. Pahwa will check with the T&D committee to determine whether the DA tutorial can be reinstituted for next general meeting.
Results of SCE Email Survey

Bob Uluski indicated that a survey of “Advanced Fault Location, Prediction and Detection for

Distribution Systems” was conduced by the DAWG on behalf of Southern California Edison and Mani Venkata and that a summary of the survey results is available on the DAWG website. Members are encouraged to participate in future surveys and to use this email survey process to solicit information of interest to the WG from DAWG members. A copy of the procedure and governing policies for using this facility are contained on the DAWG website.
DA Working Group Documents

· IEEE Book on Distribution Automation – Some progress has been made on this since the last meeting. A Table of Contents for the book has been developed and a submission has been made to IEEE publishing department. Due to the focus on developing the DA WIKI facilities, further work activities on the DA book have been postponed until WIKI is developed. 

· EPRI/IEEE Guide on DA – Considerable progress has been made in setting up a “Wikipedia”-style website for DA and smart distribution systems, which is a joint project between EPRI and DAWG. EPRI is hosting this WIKI facility on behalf of DAWG. The WIKI can be accessed via the following link: http://wiki.powerdistributionresearch.com  and via the DAWG website. Georges Simard made a presentation on the WIKI facility (a copy of this presentation is on the DAWG website). 
“Tech Watch”

The 2009 TechWatch report is posted in the DAWG web site and is accessible using the following URL address.

http://grouper.ieee.org/groups/td/dist/da/TechWatch_2009_DistribuTECH[1].pdf 

The focus of the TechWatch at the February 2009 DistribuTECH conference was the standard information models (CIM, MultiSpeak, etc.). To summarize, while some did acknowledge the CIM, most vendors did not report having any current initiatives underway to implement the CIM or any part of the CIM, but indicated a readiness to do so when requested by the customer.  
DA Projects and Research Initiatives for Coordination

Projects

Georges requested DAWG members to submit brief summaries of recent DA activities in their company. Several summaries have been submitted and are available on the DAWG website
Research efforts

See “DA Projects and Research Initiatives for Coordination”
Open discussion on Distribution Automation 

Due to the number of presentation being made at this DAWG meeting, the roundtable review of DA activities was not done. Members were encouraged to submit short descriptions of ongoing DA activities at their companies to the DAWG secretary. These summaries will in turn be published on the DAWG website.
Technical Presentations

Four technical presentations were made:

· Update on DA initiatives and Smart Grid plans at EDF-France  (Eric Lambert)

· Update on DA initiatives and Smart Grid plans at ENMAX  (Dean Craig)


· Update on DA initiatives and Smart Grid plans at BC Hydro (Tom Gutwin)
· (Overview only) Modeling Distribution Automation System Components Using IEC 61850 (Vaibhav Donde, ABB)

Copies of these presentations are available on the DA WG website

Special thanks to Eric, Dean, Tom, and Vaibhav for their excellent contributions to the meeting. 

Other Distribution Automation related conferences

The list of Distribution Automation related conferences was updated
North America
· IEEE PES Joint Technical Meeting (JTCM) Orlando, January 11-16, 2010

· IEEE T&D Conference and Exhibition Meeting New Orleans, April 19-22, 2010

· IEEE PES General Meeting July 25-29, 2010 – Minnesota
· DistribuTECH 2010, March 23-25, 2010, Tampa, FL. Includes “Utility University” full day seminar on DA
     Europe

The list will be updated on the website as well.  Members are solicited to advise the secretary for any upcoming event. 

Other

 

We will plan to next meet at the IEEE/PES joint meeting in Orlando in January 2010.
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