
Distribution Automation Working Group

2008 IEEE/PES General Meeting

San Antonio, TX , USA

January 7, 2008 8:00 to 10:00 AM

Minutes
Welcome

NDR Sarma , vice-Chair introduced himself as Vice-chair of the Working Group and apologized for Doug Staszesky, chair, not being able to attend due to health problems.   

Approval of the minutes of the previous meeting

Minutes from the Working Group meeting in Tampa June 2008 approved as amended. 

Membership

Membership list was passed around for update and members introduced themselves.  Excellent attendance with cross section of utilities, consultants, and manufacturers.

DA Group Businesses

New DA WG Officers for the next 2 years:


NDR stepping down as Vice Chair


Georges Simard is new Chair


Larry Clark is new Vice Chair


Bob Uluski is new Secretary

DA WG Panel Session for T&D  IEEE Conference, Chicago 

Topic: "Communication and Information Management Technologies for Distribution Automation". Four papers will be presented at this conference
DA WG activities for the IEEE / PES 2008 General Meeting, Pittsburgh July 2008 

Panel sessions for IEEE / PES 2008 to include: 

Topic: "Communication and Information Management Technologies for Distribution Automation"; Many excellent papers have been submitted for this panel. The papers will need to be screened to select the best four papers to present at the conference
Topic: “Utility Experiences with DSM and AMI Implementation'[ 4 papers have been submitted and accepted

“Tech Watch”

The Tech Watch section created on the Distribution Automation web site will be updated with new information obtained during January 2008 DistribuTECH conference and the April 2008 T&D  IEEE Conference. Focus of this year’s Tech Watch effort is DA application software products. Tech Watch results will be posted on the website. Bob Uluski will lead this effort. 
DA Projects and Research Initiatives for Coordination

Projects

Some important projects were discussed in a short roundtable review of activities. Companies should review the minutes to make sure the information provided below can be published:

Hydro Quebec: Recently completed a roadmap for the distribution system of the future. Results will be available on the website.
Alabama Power – Currently developing a roadmap for the next generation operating system while continuing to deploy DA technology 

National Grid USA Currently installing automatic loop sectionalizing schemes using S&C Intelliteam and Cooper/Cannon products. Also plan to provide voltage regulation on nine circuits
Westar Energy  Implementing Cooper reclosers on their distribution feeders. Plan to automate (provide remote control capabilities for) three reclosers.
Omaha Public Power District - Pilot automation project – just completed – volt var scheme 

Potomac Electric Power Company – about a year ago – approached regulators with plan – blueprint of the future – still in the planning phase

Con Edison – secondary protectors all monitored – explored bringing under control – on overhead side – have over 100 loops (monitored and controlled via radio – plan to enhance circuit with SCADA mates – looking to reduce number of momentary outages

PECO – have about 1000 reclosers – that are monitored and controlled – 34kV that used to be sub transmission

Com Ed – 34 kV subtransmission – 900 ScadaMate switches running under Intelliteam – 12kV (distribution – not a lot of automaton in place) – have a few 100 reclosres with communications – during storms have ability to turn fast trips on and off

UI Company – have reclosers – deployed communication for “remote restoration” – also use ABB reclosers for future single phase locations – have good communications from substations to control center

NRECA – some coops are more automated than others – Multispeak software initiative

Duke Energy – Automation initiatives targeted at reducing reliability indices, adding AMR/AMI, and replacing electro-mechanical relays with micro-processor based relays. Additional SmartGrid initiatives are on the horizon. 
Gehr (consultant) - Goals of Latin American electric utilities are to reduce losses and improve SAIDI and SAIFI indices.
AEP – Continuing to deploy DA across its system for reliability improvement. Primarily using S&C Intelliteam or Cooper/Cannon equipment.
WE Energies – Have been deploying DA for improved outage restoration for some time using a variety of schemes, including DV2010, Intelliteam ScadaMate, and others. Stessed that system maintenance is an on-going requirement.
SCE Company - First phase of Circuit of the Future initiative is in place and operational for evaluation to determine what technology to select to go forward. Current approach is semi-automated (man in the loop), but investigating full automation. Considering StatVar compensator for Distribution application. 
Georges asked for any information, links or documents to put on website.
Research efforts

See “DA Projects and Research Initiatives for Coordination”
Open discussion on Distribution Automation 

See “DA Projects and Research Initiatives for Coordination”
Technical Presentations

2 technical presentations were made:

· “Application Integration of Distribution Automation Technologies at Alabama Power Company”, Larry Clark

· “Current status of BC Hydro DMS project”, Bob Uluski

Copies of these presentations are available on the website

Special thanks to the speakers for their excellent contribution to the meeting. 

Other Distribution Automation related conferences

The list of Distribution Automation related conferences was updated

Distributech 2008, January 22-24, Tampa, FLA, USA
Clemson University,Advanced Metering, Protection and Control, Communication and Distributed Resources March 2008, Clemson SC, USA

IEEE T&D Conference and exposition, April 22-24 2008, Chicago, IL USA  
IEEE PES General Meeting July 20-24 2008, Pittsburgh, PA, USA
Autovation 2008 The Utilimetrics International Symposium (The Automatic Meter Reading Association), September 7-10, 2008, Atlanta, GA, USA 

EPRI International Conference on Advanced Distribution Automation (October 2008)
The list will be updated on the website as well.  Members are solicited to advise the secretary for any upcoming event. 

Other

 

Revision to DA Tutorial

Existing DA tutorial will be revised after the PES General meeting in Pittsburgh to reflect current trends; revised tutorial will place additional emphasis on Information Technology (IT) and Communication issues. Terry Nielsen offered to provide IT inputs for this effort.

Congressional Smart Grid Directive

The Energy Independence Security Act (EISA) Revised Title XIII) passed by congress requires review of smart grid technologies by electric utilities before deploying “non-smart” alternatives. IEEE has been charged by Congress with the responsibility to establish standard definition of the term “Smart Grid” and to develop appropriate standards for Smart grid concepts. PES Intelligent Grid subcommittee will take responsibility for this issue. DA WG should stay in touch with these activities. A link to information on this Congressional directive has been added to the website.

We will plan to meet at the general IEEE/PES technical meeting in Pittsburg in July 2008.
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