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Working Group on Switching & Overcurrent Protection 

2014 IEEE PES General Meeting 

July 29, 2014 National Harbor, MD 
 

1. Chair Fred Friend (fafriend@aep.com) called the meeting to order at 10 am with 10 

participants present. 

2. The IEEE required slides for working Groups were presented. 

http://standards.ieee.org/board/pat/pat-slideset.pdf 

3. Introductions of WG members and visitors 

4. The New Orleans, January, 2014 meeting minutes were reviewed and approved without 

comment. 

5. The requirements for the PAR were reviewed and revised, as follows: 

 
P1806 - GUIDE FOR RELIABILITY BASED PLACEMENT OF OVERHEAD AND 
UNDERGROUND SWITCHING AND OVERCURRENT PROTECTION EQUIPMENT 
 
Scope – To provide guidance for the placement of switching and overcurrent 
protection devices on non-network distribution circuits through 35 kV. 
 
Purpose – This guide provides means and methodologies for proper placement of 
switches and protective devices to achieve the desired performance 
characteristics and reliability for non-network distribution circuits, including 
feeder and branch line equipment, with operating voltages through 35 kV. Drivers 
for device placement, such as reliability and operational considerations are 
identified. Various types of switching and overcurrent equipment are covered 
such as: manual switches, automated switches, reclosers, sectionalizers, and 
fuses. Impacts on reliability and device placement are addressed for factors such 
as fault rate, interruption duration, exposure miles, customers affected and 
distribution automation. 
 
Need for the Project: The guide will provide recommendations on methodology for 
identifying placement and quantities of devices on distribution circuits to achieve 
desired reliability and operational objectives. 
 
Stakeholders for the Standard: Users of the guide include distribution engineers 
and others engaged in design and operation of distribution systems employing 
distribution automation and overcurrent protection equipment. 
 

6. The revised PAR (P1806) was unanimously accepted by the eligible voters attending for 

submission. 
 

7. Casey Thomson gave a presentation titled, “Self-Healing Network (Centralized 

Restoration Gateway)” describing a new system at Georgia Power that provides 

automatic isolation of faulted sections of feeders and restoration of supply to unfaulted 

sections. The system also provides automated return of feeders to normal configuration 

upon command from an operator. 
 

8. The group discussed the possibility of a panel session related to the placement of devices 

for reliability, possibly in combination with another working group, and decided to 
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continue the discussion with the Distribution Reliability Working Group to reach a wider 

audience.  Reliability WG is in agreement and we are coordinating a joint panel session 

for the 2015 General Meeting. 
 

9. Joe Viglietta described some proposed restructuring of the guide for reliability based 

placement of devices, pending the approval of the PAR.  The proposed changes are 

intended to explain the basic analytical steps in additional detail. 
 

10. Roundtable:  (Please check to make sure I captured all the comments and recorded them 

correctly) 

1. Heide Caswell volunteered to make a presentation to the WG at the 2015 Joint 

Technical Committee Meeting on computer assisted device placement. 

2. Heidi also briefly described a pilot project at her company to move selected 

feeders to a fuse saving mode.  Jim Bouford commented that efforts such as this 

should be made public, as other utilities may be considering increasing or 

decreasing the use of fuse saving. 

3. Van Holsomback described a “failure to latch” fault target created by a Georgia 

Power engineer designed to help an IED indicate when a breaker fails to latch. 

4. The group responded to a question from Heide on information contained in 

company databases of distribution overcurrent protective devices. 

 

11. Meeting adjourned at 11:50 am. 
 


