
Stray and Contact Voltage Working Definitions 
(Pittsburgh - 07/21/2008) 

 
 

• Stray Voltage: A voltage resulting from the normal delivery or use of 
electricity which may be present between two conductive surfaces that can 
be simultaneously contacted by members of the general public or their 
animals. Stray voltage is not related to power system faults, and is generally 
not considered hazardous. (See also Contact Voltage) 

 
• Contact Voltage: A voltage resulting from power system faults which may be 

present between two conductive surfaces that can be simultaneously 
contacted by members of the general public or their animals. Contact voltage 
is not related to the normal delivery or use of electricity, and can exist at 
levels that may be hazardous. (See also Stray Voltage) 

 


