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On behalf of SPX Transformer Solutions, my wife, Julie, and I welcome you to the Fall 2012 Meeting!   
We consider this opportunity a distinct honor and privilege, and thank all of you for joining us in 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin for a wonderful autumn week in the Midwest.  In addition to attending a myriad 
of meetings, we hope you will take in some of what downtown has to offer, including wonderful 
restaurants, historical architecture and our beautiful lakefront.  
 
Without even leaving the hotel, you can experience some of Milwaukee’s history.  The Hilton 
Milwaukee City Center is a classic art deco hotel with rich furnishings and distinctive architecture built 
in 1927.  Originally called the Schroeder Hotel, it was the site of two previous IEEE General Meetings -- 
one in 1937, and the other in 1948.  Today the Hilton is recognized as the city's largest hotel, combining 
historical grandeur and elegance with today's modern conveniences.  Located in the heart of the city's 
business and financial district and just minutes from Lake Michigan, the hotel is connected by skywalk to 
the Frontier Airlines Center and only a few blocks away from the Marcus Center for the Performing Arts, 
US Cellular Arena, the Bradley Center, the Historic Third Ward, an array of boutique shops, Grand 
Avenue Mall, Cathedral Square Park, restaurants and the famous Milwaukee Art Museum comprised of 
three buildings designed by three legendary architects:  Eero Saarinen, David Kahler and Santiago 
Calatrava.  The museum overlooks Lake Michigan, one of our country's five Great Lakes. 
 
As you walk out the hotel's front doors, don’t forget a jacket or sweater!  Weather can be unpredictable 
this time of year, but you can expect daytime highs to be in the upper 50s to low 60s (mid to upper 
teens °C), with night time lows in the upper 30s (0 to 5°C).  With possible wild temperature swings from 
day to day, even being inside restaurants and other attractions may require long sleeves to be 
comfortable, as not all places have switched over from air conditioning to heat.  Please keep this in mind 
when you go out. 
 
With so many fantastic restaurants -- German, American, Italian; sports bars; micro-breweries and other 
entertainment right downtown, you won’t have to leave to find something that interests you.  However, 
if you're feeling adventurous, the Harley-Davidson Museum offers a glimpse of American history and 
culture like you’ve never seen before, aside from providing a nostalgic trip for motorcycle enthusiasts. 
Miller Park, home of the Milwaukee Brewers baseball team, is also a popular destination among 
tourists.  Although walk-up tours have concluded for the 2012 season, the on-site T.G.I. Fridays 
restaurant is located inside the stadium, offers tables overlooking the field and is open seven days a 
week for lunch and dinner. If horticulture is more your "thing", the Mitchell Park Conservatory -- known 
locally as "the Domes" -- are the world's only conoidal glass houses.  The three Domes are home to 
flowers and plants from tropical and arid locations around the world.  Amazingly, the architecturally 
unique structures are filled with plants and animals from different climates.  Each Dome is almost half a 
football field wide, by seven stories tall.  Twenty wildlife species including tropical finches, lizards, frogs, 
toads, fish, and turtles call the Domes their home.  For information on any of the above points of 
interest or to find restaurants in/around downtown, visit www.visitmilwaukee.org  or 
www.discovermilwaukee.com.  Of course, the concierge at the Hilton is prepared to offer suggestions on 
entertainment and restaurants as well and to help you with any questions you may have. 
 

http://www.milwaukeedomes.org/galleryCategory.asp?catID=6
http://www.visitmilwaukee.org/
http://www.discovermilwaukee.com/
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In addition to all the items of interest in Milwaukee for you to take in on your own, we also have many 
planned events to give you a break from the technical meetings throughout the week (see meeting 
flyers in the invitation packet for additional information):  
 

SATURDAY EARLY-BIRD EVENT:  Early bird registrants will enjoy appetizers, dinner and a fun 
night of dueling piano bar entertainment at Lucille's (Rockin’) Piano Bar & Grill on Old World 
Third Street, just minutes from the Hilton.  After the entertainment, stroll back to the Hilton 
along the Milwaukee River on Old World Third, taking in the neighborhood’s array of 
architectural styles, including Victorian Gothic, Italianate and Romanesque. 

 
SUNDAY EVENING RECEPTION:  SPX Transformer Solutions is proud to host this renewal of old 
friendships and formation of new ones in the Hilton’s beautiful Crystal Ballroom.  Cash bar and 
TONS of fabulous food will be provided, along with a smooth jazz trio for your listening 
enjoyment. 

 
TUESDAY AWARDS LUNCHEON:  Join fellow meeting attendees in the Hilton’s Empire Ballroom 
to recognize the hard work of your peers. 

 
WEDNESDAY EVENING RECEPTION:  We will have exclusive use of the Milwaukee County Zoo's 
Peck Welcome Center and Ape Pavilion for this evening away from downtown.  During your 
visit, peek in on the animals while taking a leisurely stroll through the Ape Pavilion and zoo 
grounds before or after a wonderful dinner and local entertainment.  

 
SPOUSE/COMPANION TOURS:  Join us on Monday for a tour of the Milwaukee area, including 
some quality time at the world-famous Milwaukee Art Museum and George Watts & Son tea 
shop and boutique stores.  On Tuesday, discover the Kohler Design Center while enjoying the 
fall colors en route to a tour of the Cedar Creek Winery in historic Cedarburg.  We will also enjoy 
shopping at Cedarburg’s 200 independent shops and a fabulous Wisconsin treat on the way back 
to the hotel.  See the website flyers for more details. 

 
TECHNICAL TOURS:  SPX will host guided tours of its transformer manufacturing facility in 
Waukesha, Wisconsin on Sunday morning and Thursday afternoon (by invitation only).  Cooper 
Power Systems will also offer a tour of their Badger Drive Facility on Tuesday evening (also by 
invitation only). 

 
Many of the above activities are still "open" for those who want to attend.  If you haven’t already 
registered, visit the meeting registration desk in the 4th floor Foyer of the Hilton.  Remember, we no 
longer accept cash, so be prepared to bring your credit card for any on-site registrations. 
 
Again, thank you for joining us in Milwaukee for the Fall 2012 Meeting!  All of us at SPX Transformer 
Solutions are committed to making your visit to "A Great Place on a Great Lake" a memorable one, so 
please let us know if there is anything we can do to help while you’re here. 
 
 

Jin and Julie Sim 
Fall 2012 Meeting Hosts 
SPX Transformer Solutions, Inc. 
919-580-3234 |  jin.sim@spx.com 
www.spxwaukesha.com 

http://www.spxwaukesha.com/

