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Normative & Informative

 Normative text
– The main clauses of the document including figures, tables, 

and equations
– Footnotes to tables
– Footnotes to figures
– Annexes marked “normative”

 Informative Text
– Frontmatter
– Notes to text, tables, figures

• “Notes to text, tables, and figures are for information only and do not contain 
requirements needed to implement the standard” 

– Annexes marked “informative” (e.g., Bibliography)
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Footnote vs Note for tables, figures

 Footnotes to tables, figures
– Normative
– Set outside the boxed table to which it belongs, immediately 

below the border
– Shall contain mandatory requirements 
– Table footnote should be marked with lowercase letters 

starting with “a”

 A note to a tables
– Informative
– Set immediately following the table, enclosed within the 

boxed table, above the bottom border of the table
– Text in the table note shall not contain mandatory 

requirements
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Notes & Footnotes to Text

 Notes:
– Informative
– Are explanatory statements used in the text for emphasis or to offer 

informative suggestions about the technical content of the standard. 
– Provide additional information to assist the reader with a particular 

passage and shall not include mandatory requirements
– “NOTE 1-” , “NOTE 2-”

 Footnotes:
– Informative
– Footnotes in text may be included in a standard only for information, 

clarification, and/or aid applicable to the use of the standard. 
– Mandatory requirements shall not be included in text footnotes 

because these footnotes are not officially part of the standard
– Footesnotes in the body and annexes should be numbered 

consecutively

*Notes and footnotes to tables and figures follow different rules
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Example: Informative Note to a figure
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Example: Informative Note to a Table



Informative & Normative Notes to Table

Informative 
Note: set 
within the 
table

Footnote: 
Normative, 
set outside 
the table



Informative Note to Text
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Notes to text provide 
additional or explanatory 
information



Thank you!

Style Manual
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