
Companions Tour 
Monday, 6 October 2008 

 

Tour to Guimarães and Braga 
 

Our trip will start with a visit to Guimarães, which 
historical center is classified as a World Heritage Site  
by Unesco.  Guimarães is considered the "Cradle of 
Portugal" and there exists the castle of the first King of 
Portugal that from there, in 1143, he conquered the 
independence to Portugal.  The narrow streets with a 
medieval look that leads to the beautiful Largo de 
Oliveira are interesting points of this unforgettable city.  
Our tour will include a guided tour of Paço dos Duques 
de Bragança (the Palace of the Dukes of Braganza), 
built in 1420. 
 

We will then visit Braga, the third largest city in Portugal, 
that shelters an enchanting historical center of the 
greatest and most important nucleus of religious heritage 
and architecture found in Portugal.  Under the Roman 
Empire, Braga was known as "Bracara Augusta" and was 
capital of the province of Gallaecia.  With a great 
university (Minho University), intriguing streets, and 
gardens and squares including beautiful shops and 
cafés, Braga is a beautiful example of a European city. 

 
 
Our trip to Braga will include lunch in a remarkable quality restaurant 
overlooking the Sanctuary of Bom Jesus do Monte.  The Sanctuary of 
Bom Jesus do Monte -- meaning "Good Jesus of the Mountain" -- is a 
magnificent pilgrimage site with a monumental Baroque stairway that 
climbs 116 metres (381 feet), where the work of nature unites with a 
notable work of man.  We will taste the famous gastronomy from the 
Minho region: cocktail appetizers plus a 3-course menu including 
wine, soft drink, coffee or tea. 
 
 
 
 
 

Itinerary 
 
9:00 am -- Depart the Porto Palacio Hotel, buses will park 

       in front of the hotel, on the street 
 -- Guided Visit of historical centre of Guimarães 
 -- Departure to Braga 
 -- Lunch in Braga (cost included in fee) 

5:00 pm  -- Return to Porto Palácio Hotel (approximate  
        time of return) 
 
Suggest wear sturdy shoes or sneakers for walking on cobblestone roads. 


