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Meeting Minutes / Significant Issues / Comments: 

The Task Force on DOE Energy Efficiency of Transformers was called to order at 1:45 PM on 
March 19, 2013.  A hand count of the members was made and a quorum was declared.  The 
chairman reviewed the minutes of the Fall 2012 meeting in Milwaukee and the minutes were 
approved.  The chair recognized Al Traut as the acting secretary for this meeting. 

The chair reported that the DOE has submitted a proposed Final Rule to the Office of 
Management and Budget (OMB) in November 2012.  To date the OMB has not acted on the 
proposal.  There is no known timeframe for OMB to complete their review. 

The chair reviewed the slides that outline the results of the DOE process.  The DOE issued a 
NOPR on Feb 10, 2012 (see 77FR7282).  In this NOPR it recommended efficiency increases on 
medium voltage liquid immersed, medium voltage dry type, and low voltage dry type 
transformers.  The last public meeting on the NOPR was held in June 2012.  The details of the 
NOPR and the interpretation presented can be found on the IEEE Transformer Committee 
website.  This content has not changed since the Fall 2012 meeting. 

There were some comments that the OMB is meeting with select groups on a confidential basis 
to solicit input regarding the DOE proposed Final Rule.  These groups include representatives of 
utilities, eg, EEI; manufactures, eg, NEMA; and core steel producers.  While details are not 
available it is a hopeful sign that the OMB is actively evaluating the proposed rule. 

There was discussion around the energy efficiency standard activity in other countries, eg, 
Europe and Australia.  In these cases there appears to be more interest on power transformers 
than distribution transformers.  This work is not available to the public at this time. 

The meeting was adjourned at 3:00 PM. 
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