
P1450.4 meeting minutes - 02/21/07 
 
Attendees: Doug Sprague, Jim O’Reilly, Greg Maston, Ernie Wahl, Bruce Parnas, 
 
Ajay Koche, Jose Santiago 
 
Not present: Brian Johnson, Tony Taylor, Carol Dowding, Daniel Fan, Yuhai Ma, Bob Roberts, Oscar 
Rodrigues, Jim Mosley, SB Thum 
 
Agenda/Summary: 

• Preamble: 
o Record Meeting (*2)  

� To listen to the meeting recording, do the following: 
• Call the (US) dial-in numbers 1-877-421-0003 (toll free) or 1-770-615-

1374 (toll) 
• Enter the passcode code 747464 
• Once dialed in with the proper access code, enter *3 (star 3) 
• Then enter the file number 38491301 for this conference (this number 

will change each week). 
• Press 1 to listen to the conference. 

o IEEE Meeting Preamble (No discussion of proprietary information) 
 

• Finalize decision on approach for TestBase variables and interface (Jim sending info for the 
discussion) 

• Start reviewing changes in new D17 draft (attached ) 
 

• Discussion of Ernie's email on paramaters approach for TestBase (sent 2/2) (Friday, February 
02, 2007 1:43:35 PM EST, Subject: [STDS-1450.4:] Parameters/Variables) 

o Motivation for Ernie’s proposal was to remove syntactic/semantic differences for 
variables in TestBase and TestMethod/TestFlow.  The previous proposal (made by Jim) 
had a different treatment of variables for TestBase than for TestMethod and TestFlow.  In 
particular, the variables in TestBase were stated to be readable outside the scope of a 
block (TestBase is always part of any TestMethod or TestFlow block), while variables for 
TestMethod or TestFlow are NOT visible outside the scope of a block. 

o The issue of inheritance also came up – it is desired to have a way to control whether 
variables declared in a block can be visible in a derived block.  The default would be to 
have variables hidden from a derived block, but if necessary, variables could be made 
visible to derived blocks.  Finally, if the latter case, would that visibility transfer to a 
block derived from a derived block, or not? 

o Much discussion on these two points – no clear resolution, but Jim and Doug will 
document the proposals and issues, and distribute to the full working group. 

 
Next meeting: 

• Next Meeting 02/28/2007. 
 
For reference STIL .4 information can be found at the IEEE STIL website: 
http://grouper.ieee.org/groups/1450/ (select the P1450.4  link from the table) or use the direct link 
http://grouper.ieee.org/groups/1450/dot4/index.html  


