
Architecture feedback from 802.3



Known issues – 802.1
• MAC Service definition (currently a revision PAR in 

place)
• QoS – could be better expressed
• Security expressed as a set of procedures after network 

entry
• Management – scope and interface

– Commonality of MAC/PHI management interfaces
• MIB definition for service discovery
• Where work gets done – 802.1 vs 802.X
• Process – ensuring due diligence
• Max frame size
• Position/location awareness

pat_thaler
No indication MAC to MAC client of readiness for another request. Thus commit to a request is ambiguous. When can you replace a low priority request with a low priority request? 
Would help QOS.
Should we have a MA data request acknowledge?
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Do you mean clause 30 - our object representation or do you mean the physical MII interface? It seems too late for this in 802.3 especially as regards the physical interface and the types of information passed across it.



Known issues – 802.3

• QoS/class of service
– Timing, synchronous, guaranteed bandwidth, low 

jitter/latency, congestion management…
• Protocol definition vs scope
• Security/link agg
• Ethernet/TCP-IP interdependence

– Do we care about anything non-TCP?
• Dual homing/resilience/robustness 
• Link vs Mixing Segment
• Max frame size

pat_thaler
This is in process with a PAR hopefully by the end of this week. The task force will determine the upper limit that can be reasonably supported. 

Think this is more of an issue for 802.17 at this point.

pat_thaler
Talk to Geoff, we don't see an architecture committee issue here.

pat_thaler
Low priority - 
no advocates currently pushing specifics
layer 3 solutions exist
backplane might want it at some point. If so, it seems most appropriate for 802.1 so it could work across MAC types.

pat_thaler
Yes, we care.
Telecomunications,
backplane,
a lot of entertainment is UDP.
SCTP
Definitately need strong non-TCP support, Harder to say something other than IP is needed.

pat_thaler
This should be generalized to above MAC layer 2 protocols over link agg. 
With 2 port bridge/media converter, can you run link agg on two parallel links with this in each?
Do we need a new link agg in the future.
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pat_thaler
We don't know what this is.
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pat_thaler
Need a consistant architecture for QOS across 802 so we can switch between port types.
Many questions coming from many new projects across the MAC groups.




