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IEEE 802.1Qay (PBB-TE) Standard Enters Final Phase
of Ratification
Approval will Deliver Industry's First Connection-Oriented Technology
for Next-Gen Service Provider Networks

PISCATAWAY, N.J., USA – May 22, 2009 – The IEEE today announced that IEEE 802.1Qay™, the industry’s first connection-oriented technology for next-generation service provider networks, has completed the IEEE sponsor ballot process and entered the final phase of ratification.  This means that the Working Group has achieved technical agreement on 802.1Qay, which adapts Ethernet technology to carrier-class packet transport networks, and has handed it over to the IEEE Standards Board for a final review of the standardization process.

"As Chair of the IEEE 802.1 Working Group, I'd like to congratulate and thank the 802.1 Interworking Task Group for two years of hard work and dedication,"  said Tony Jeffree, Chair of the IEEE 802.1 Working Group. "Using IEEE's thorough standards-development process will result in our delivering a standard aimed at improving the ability of service providers to deliver the cost-effective, high-bandwidth multimedia services that today's business and consumer customers are demanding." 
Service Provider IP network transformation programs recognize the need to incorporate determinism and resiliency to support today's high-bandwidth, real-time multimedia services.  Created to bring connection-oriented characteristics and deterministic behavior to Ethernet, IEEE P802.1Qay™, "IEEE Standard for Local and Metropolitan Area Networks---Virtual Bridged Local Area Networks - Amendment: Provider Backbone Bridge Traffic Engineering.", defines Provider Backbone Bridge Traffic Engineering (PBB-TE), a technology that enables Service Providers to explicitly select traffic engineered paths within Carrier Ethernet Network.  The standard also provides the ability to organize the traffic engineered path into Service Provider defined linear protection groups to provide 1:1 resiliency.  PBB-TE is based on layered VLAN tags and MAC-in-MAC encapsulation as defined in IEEE 802.1ah, Provider Backbone Bridging (PBB).  By turning off Ethernet's Spanning Tree and media-access-control address-flooding and learning characteristics, PBB-TE enables Ethernet to evolve into an Ethernet Transport Resource Layer capable of replacing SONET/SDH as the Data Layer within Next Generation Transport Architectures.
Key features of PBB-TE include:
· Traffic engineering and resiliency

· Secure, deterministic delivery

· Service scalability

· Operational simplicity

· Service and transport layer independence – the services inside the tunnel could be Ethernet, IP, MPLS pseudo-wires, or VPLS

· Superior return on investment than alternative technologies, from leveraging the economies of scale inherent in Ethernet
"We are quite pleased that the IEEE has reached the final stage of ratification for this important standard and we would like to thank the Working Group for its outstanding efforts," said XXX XXX, XXX for XXX (a service provider).  "Like many service providers, we are seeing an increasing requirement to move to connection-oriented Ethernet capability in our next-gen transport network." (NOT APPROVED)
"Reaching technical consensus on IEEE 802.1Qay is a huge achievement – one that holds great promise for the market," said Sterling Perrin, analyst for Heavy Reading.  "802.1Qay was designed to give service providers the resiliency and determinism they need to support advanced services.  With this news, they are one step closer to realizing those service goals." (NOT APPROVED)
IEEE 802.1Qay was sponsored by the IEEE 802 Standards Committee of the IEEE Computer Society.  For further information on IEEE 802 standards projects, visit http://www.ieee802.org.
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