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Response

At our November 2003 meeting, the ITU-T Q12/15 liaison to IEEE 802.1 was considered in IEEE 802.1.
We understand from your liaison that you have concluded that the requirements of your EPL service force you to specify a new type of equipment which is neither an IEEE 802.1 Bridge nor an IEEE 802.3 Repeater. Given this situation your path to completely define a new device for this application is a viable course. Since this device is not an IEEE 802.1 device our committee will not be able to make any claims about how the ITU-T device will interoperate in an IEEE 802 network or how it will operate with IEEE 802.1 Bridging equipment. One suggestion is that the service provided by the new type of link comprising 802.3 links and your interworking device provide the MAC Internal Sublayer Service expected by a Bridge.

[image: image1]
We reviewed your specification G.8010 which was provided along with the liaison. Our understanding of this specification is that it provides a formal topology model for describing the reference points in an IEEE 802 network. Some of these reference points are internal to IEEE 802 equipment while other reference points identify the linkages between IEEE 802 equipment. We are not clear how these reference points correspond to IEEE 802.1 specified sublayer service interfaces. If the reference points don’t align then the ITU-T architectural model may specify different network behaviors than the IEEE 802.1 model. We believe this is an inherent risk of any model translation. Conformance to IEEE specifications must be based on the IEEE 802 architectural model.
We trust that these comments will assist you in your current and future work. The work at 802.1 on provider bridges is progressing. Even though bridges are not part of the definition of the ITU-T EPL service we believe provider bridges are an important component of other Ethernet Services. For your information we have attached draft 1.4 of our IEEE P802.1ad specification. Please note that this is still work in progress.

Thank you for the invitation to attend your January 19-23, 2004 meeting. We also would like to invite the ITU-T experts to attend the upcoming IEEE 802.1 interim meeting in Vancouver, January 12-15, 2004.  During this meeting some time could be scheduled to discuss topics of mutual interest. This group feels there is potential for collaboration between the two groups. We intend to share our ongoing work in future liaisons and request you share your ongoing work with us.
Motion: Forward the above liaison from IEEE 802.1 to the ITU-T Q12/15.
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