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Q.12/15 is continuing to progress work on a set of Recommendations related to the transport of Ethernet and support of Ethernet services.  We understand that you are currently considering an number of modifications to the IEEE 802 Ethernet specifications that may impact our work, specifically:

Increase in the maximum allowed frame size, to accommodate new applications such as those under consideration in P8021.ad (Provider bridges) and P802.1ae (Link security).  Since a change in the maximum guaranteed frame size will impact some ITU Recommendations (e.g. G.7041 - GFP) we request that you advise of your progress on this matter.  

Further, to the issue of frame size, we note that in many network applications an end customer's Ethernet frame may be encapsulated in (for example) MPLS which is then encapsulated in Ethernet for transport across the Service Provider's network.  This results in different requirements for the maximum supported frame size at different locations in a network (e.g. at a UNI, between an end customer and the network, and NNI, between or within a network).  We request that this differentiation be recognized in your specifications.

Potential modification of the order in which certain protocols are processed to accommodate the new requirements of link security under development in P802.1ae.  This will impact our Recommendations on service descriptions and network equipment.

We would appreciate any indication of the work plan and current direction for the resolution of these issues.

