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Q9/15 met in Sophia Antipolis during the period 19-23 September.  Q9/15 discussed the ETH OAM frame structure included in Y.17ethoam and in particular the manner in which various information elements are carried in ETH OAM frame types (CC, LM, DM, etc.).

The current version of Y.17ethoam specifies that the information elements be carried using TLVs.

We strongly believe that the use of TLVs should be limited to the frame types where it is absolutely necessary, e.g. when the length of the information element is variable. Otherwise, we believe that the use of TLVs is an over-complication that will lead to excessive gate count in the ETH OAM termination functions and thus unduly limit the number of ETH OAM instances that can be implemented in a given equipment. 

But we also notice that all but - perhaps - one of the OAM frame types are characterised by:

· a fixed set of information elements in each frame type (CC, LM, DM, etc.), and

· a fixed length of each information element.

Since the OAM frame OpCode field alone will precisely identify both the length and content of each frame type, there is no need to use TLV coding for the individual information elements.

Finally, we notice that the report from the last Q5/13 meeting (August 2005) states that there is already a provisional agreement in Q5/13 to limit the use of TLVs to only the cases, where it is actually required. Q9/15 would like to request that this decision is upheld.
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