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To,

· Bluetooth Special Interest Group

· Home Radio Frequency Working Group (HRFWG)

· Internet Engineering Task Force (IETF)

· Wireless Access Protocol (WAP) Forum

· Wireless Data Forum

· ATM Forum Wireless ATM (WATM) Working Group

· ETSI Broadband Radio Access Networks (BRAN) Project

· Infrared Data Association (IrDA)

· Wireless LAN Alliance (WLANA)

· Department of Transportation, Federal Highway Agency and Intelligent Transportation Systems

· Dedicated Short Range Communications Task Group

Waltham, May 28, 1999

Dear Madam or Sir,

At its March 1999 Plenary Meeting, the IEEE P802 LAN/MAN Standards Committee (LMSC) formed a new Working Group to develop standards for Wireless Personal Area Networks (WPANs). The new group is designated P802.15 Working Group on Wireless Personal Area Networks and has the charter to develop PHY and MAC specifications for wireless connectivity with fixed, portable and moving devices within an area of about 10 meters. This area is defined as a Personal Area Network, or PAN, and is the next domain in the Wide, Metropolitan, Local Area Network (WAN-MAN-LAN) hierarchy. 

A PAN is used to interconnect portable computers and/or devices such as PCs, PDAs, peripherals, cell phones, pagers, consumer electronic devices, sensors, actuators, etc. It is used by an individual within their immediate proximity, thereby enhancing their ability to perform productive work or have fun.  These devices may be carried or worn on the person or simply located nearby.  The users' fixed assets, such as home and office computers, telephones, as well as GPS and other resources in his automobile can become part of the PAN as needed.  The PAN provides connectivity “for the last ten meters”. The Standards created by P802.15 will address the requirements for these devices to communicate and interoperate with one another over a Wireless Personal Area Network (WPAN).

 
The formation of the P802.15 marks the end of a year of intensive work as a Study Group under the sponsorship of P802.11, the Working Group for Wireless Local Area Networks. Being a part of P802.11 was very helpful in drafting the Project Authorization Request (PAR) leading to the decision to establish P802.15. The two groups are committed to working closely with one another in the development of their respective standards.

It is the Working Group’s belief that there may be information or activities going on within your organization which could be helpful to their work and visa versa. We would like to include you on our list for meeting announcements and minutes and would like to solicit the same for you. Our current meeting schedule is the following:

DATE
LOCATION
HOTEL
MEETING TYPE

July 5-9, 1999
Montreal, Canada
Queen Elizabeth
802 Plenary

September 13-17, 1999
Santa Rosa, California
Hilton
802.15 Interim

November 8-12, 1999
Kauai, Hawaii
Hyatt Regency
802 Plenary

January 10-14, 2000
TBD, Israel
TBD
802.15 Interim

March 6-10, 2000
Albuquerque, NM
Hyatt Regency
802 Plenary

May 15-19, 2000
TBD
TBD
802.15 Interim

July 10-14, 2000
LaJolla, California
Hyatt Regency
802 Plenary

September 18-22, 2000
TBD
TBD
802.15 Interim

November 6-10, 2000
Tampa, Florida
Hyatt Regency
802 Plenary

Source: http://grouper.ieee.org/groups/802/15/pub/Meeting_Plan.html 

The Working Group will be soliciting industry input on market requirements and technical solutions for a WPAN. Based on preliminary requirements, these solutions needs to have: 

· a 0 to 10 meter range, 

· delivered throughput of at least 19.2-100kbps 

· low power consumption, 

· small size (less than 0.5 cubic inches), and 

· low cost relative to target device. 

The goal is to create standards that have broad market appeal and deal with the issues of coexistence and interoperability with other wireless systems. In addition, P802.15 intends to work particularly closely with the Bluetooth Special Interest Group and the HomeRF Working Group, both of whom are developing specifications that will likely address WPANs.


The IEEE P802.15 Working Group is a standards working group on wireless personal area networks and is part of the IEEE 802 LAN MAN Standards Committee (LMSC). The IEEE 802 LMSC is sponsored by the IEEE Computer Society and is responsible for developing Ethernet, Token Ring, Wireless and Bridging Standards which are submitted through the IEEE Standards Association. The IEEE Computer Society is the oldest and largest association of computer professionals in the world. It offers its 100,000 members comprehensive program of publications, meetings, and technical and educational activities, encouraging an active exchange of information, ideas, and innovation. The society is the world's leading publisher of technical material in the computing field.  Headquartered in Washington, DC, the society serves its members from offices in Los Alamitos, California, USA; Tokyo, Japan; and Brussels, Belgium.

The IEEE is the world's largest technical professional society. The members and volunteers of the IEEE are the technical and scientific professionals making the revolutionary engineering advances that are reshaping our world today. This includes the development of leading-edge electronic and information technology standards used throughout industry. 

For information on P802.15 or to participate, contact Bob Heile (+1 781-466-2057 Voice, bheile@bbn.com), or Ian Gifford (+1 978-442-4650 Voice, giffordi@amp.com). Further information can be found at the WPAN Web Pages:  http://grouper.ieee.org/groups/802/15
I look forward to establishing a liaison relationship between our groups.

Yours sincerely,

Dr. Robert F. Heile
Chairman, IEEE P802.11
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Publications Office

10662 Los Vaqueros Circle

Los Alamitos CA 90720

Phone:(714) 821 8380

TWX: 7108250437 IEEE Compso

FAX: (714) 821 4010
Office European

13 Avenue de l'Aquilon (rez A)

1200-Brussels Belguim

Phone: +32 2 770 21 98
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FAX: +32 3 660 30 14
Asian Office
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