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IEEE Standards Board approves new project for a Low-Power, Low-Rate Wireless PAN

Pescadoway, New Jersey, December XX, 2000
The Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE) Standards Board has approved P802.15.4, a new project within the IEEE 802.15 Wireless PAN (WPAN) Working Group. This task group has been formed to address low cost and low data rate devices that have very limited power resources. 

The scope of the proposed standard is to address applications with data rates in the range of one bit per second up to 200kb/s and with battery life requirements that range from months to years. Some proposed devices may have no battery at all. The cost of the proposed wireless solution should be low enough to allow use in a wide variety of applications including disposable devices. 

"The IEEE's goal is to provide the foundation for a broad range of devices by establishing universally-adopted standards and Recommend Practices for wireless digital communication anywhere and anytime”, said Bob Heile, Chair of the 802.15 Working Group. "This new task group will draft a standard for ultra low cost, ultra low power consumption and low data rate applications, such as monitoring and control, security, sensors, interactive toys and the like. Location awareness is being considered as a capability of the standard."

The IEEE 802.15 Working Group is comprised of several active sub groups.  For more information contact Bob Heile, Chair of 802.15, at bheile@bbn.com or view the Web page at: http://grouper.ieee.org/groups/802/15/.

The IEEE Standards Association (IEEE-SA) is an international membership organization serving today's industries with a complete portfolio of standards programs. The IEEE-SA is a major contributor to the IEEE, which is the world's largest technical professional society. IEEE-SA membership, through its IEEE association, promotes the engineering process by creating, developing, integrating, sharing and applying knowledge about electronics and information technologies and sciences for the benefit of humanity and the profession. More information is found at http://standards.ieee.org/sa-mem/index.html.
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