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IEEE P802.15.3(TM), 55Mbps Wireless Personal Area Network, Gains Sponsor Ballot Approval, Final Approval Expected in June 2003
Contact: 
Dr. Robert Heile, IEEE 802.15 Working Group Chair
+1 781 929 4832, bheile@ieee.org
Dr. John Barr, IEEE 802.15.3 Task Group Chair

+1 847-576-8706, john.barr@motorola.com
Glyn Roberts, IEEE802.15 Working Group Publicity chair

+1 408-806-8772, glyn.roberts@st.com
PISCATAWAY, N.J., 14 May 2003 The IEEE P802.15.3 standard for High Rate Wireless Personal Area Networks (WPANs), designed specifically for consumer electronic and portable multimedia devices, has completed IEEE 802.15 Working Group and sponsor ballot approval.  One approval step remains within the consensus process followed by the Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers before IEEE 802.15.3 is completed. Final approval is expected in mid-June 2003, but advanced copies are on sale from the IEEE (add URL here).

The 802.15.3 Task Group was formed in March of 2000. It is a diverse body containing over 100 representatives from well over 50 consumer electronic, computer, component, networking and software companies, as well as those from consultant organizations and academic institutions.
"By creating a wireless standard specifically focused on low power, cost sensitive ad hoc multimedia consumer electronics, we have enabled a large market that has not been satisfactorily supported by other standards,” said Dr. Bob Heile, Chair of IEEE 802.15.   IEEE 802.15.3 supports 11 to 55 Mbps data rates and a highly efficient TDMA based protocol.  The PHY operates in the 2.4 GHz ISM band, and was designed to coexist with other popular standards such as IEEE 802.11, IEEE 802.15.1 and IEEE 802.15.4. 

"Now that we have a complete draft of the IEEE P802.15.3 standard, some manufacturers may begin to release products in accordance with it. While the IEEE is pleased to see early development of product based on our work, it is speculative to release products until the final approval in June."

 “The protocol is very flexible and adaptable to a wide range of applications found in the home or on the road,” said Dr. John Barr, Chair of IEEE 802.15.3.   “Already, the Working Group has created Task Group IEEE 802.15.3a focused on selecting the next PHY (Physical Layer) that can exceed 110 Mbps”, Barr said.  

IEEE 802.15.3 enables many features most effectively provided by TDMA systems, such as the ability to support higher data throughput rates, QoS (Quality of Service), Connection Management (necessary to control access and use of the net so that QoS is maintained), advanced power management modes (allowing long and QoS synchronized sleep modes), Ad hoc and Peer to Peer topology support, Mesh support, Daughter Network Support, Enhanced Security support, and many other useful features.  This “clean sheet design” started with a good review and understanding of the market place, and has incorporated many good elements of existing designs while keeping sight of it’s market segment.

Products based on the new standard are expected in 2004, and will be supported in part by the WiMedia Alliance (www.wimedia.org).
IEEE P802.15.3, is being developed by the IEEE 802.15 Working Group for Wireless PANs, and is sponsored by the IEEE 802 LAN/MAN Standards Committee of the IEEE Computer Society. For further information, visit: http://www.ieee802.org/.
About the IEEE Standards Association
The IEEE Standards Association (IEEE-SA), a global standards-setting body, develops consensus standards through an open process that brings diverse parts of an industry together. It has a portfolio of more than 870 completed standards and more than 400 in development. IEEE-SA promotes the engineering process by creating, developing, integrating, sharing and applying knowledge about electro- and information technologies and sciences for the benefit of humanity and the profession. For further information on IEEE-SA visit: http://standards.ieee.org/.
About the IEEE
The IEEE has more than 380,000 members in approximately 150 countries. Through its members, the organization is a leading authority on areas ranging from aerospace, computers and telecommunications to biomedicine, electric power and consumer electronics. The IEEE produces nearly 30 percent of the world's literature in the electrical and electronics engineering, computing and control technology fields. This nonprofit organization also sponsors or cosponsors more than 300 technical conferences each year. Additional information about the IEEE can be found at http://www.ieee.org/.
IEEE Std P802.15,  802.15.3, are trademarks of the IEEE. All other names or product names are the trademarks, service marks or registered trademarks of their respective holders.
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