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MAC Version Reporting (Section 11.1.3) and TLV148 Problems
Dan Gal, Alcatel-Lucent
Introduction
Please refer to section 11.1.3 (page 1153) of P802.16-Rev2/D5
The SS-BS interoperability facilitation by the MAC version exchange is too lenient where the respective MAC versions are different. In fact, the standard provides for a much more reliable network entry protocol – the capabilities exchange – to assess the BS’s ability to support an SS’s (or the SS ability to interoperate with a BS) conforming to a given Standard version. 

Thus, to avoid confusion and in order to more accurately describe the actual process that takes place at network entry, the following text changes are recommended.
Proposed text changes 
11.1.3 MAC version encoding 
This parameter specifies the version of IEEE 802.16 Standard to which the message originator conforms. 
If the MAC version values exchanged between a BS and SS during network entry differ such that the BS version is greater than the SS version, the SS may attempt to perform normal operations, primarily relying on the capability exchange mechanism utilized at network entry. The BS may attempt to communicate with the SS per the version specified by the SS and per the common negotiated capabilities, or if the BS determines that it cannot support the SS due to lack of or conflicted capabilities, it may decline to interoperate with the SS. 
If the MAC version values exchanged between a BS and SS during network entry differ such that the BS version is smaller than the SS version, the BS may attempt to perform normal operations, primarily relying on the capability exchange mechanism utilized at network entry. The SS may attempt to communicate with the BS per the version specified by the BS, or, if the SS determines that it cannot be supported by the BS due to lack of or conflicted capabilities, it may decline to interoperate with the BS.






PAGE  
2

  


