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	Abstract
	Upgrading the air interface from 802.16e to 802.16m without impacting the deployed ASN-GWs and CSN!

	Purpose
	To be discussed and adopted by TGm for 802.16m amendment working document.
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Upgrading the air interface from 802.16e to 802.16m without impacting the deployed ASN-GWs and CSN
Introduction

Operators have WiMAX 1.0/1.5 networks in deployment today. This uses 802.16e air interface. 802.16m air interface promises much higher throughputs compared to 802.16e. Some more improvements are achieved in 16m by changing UMAC functionality that affects the ASN-GW and in particular R6 interface. Expecting the operators and vendors to upgrade the ASN-GW in order to start deploying 16m BSs will slow down the 16m adoption. The goal is to standardize a mechanism that allows operators to upgrade to 802.16m from 802.16e in phases where the first phase is using 16m BS without any changes to the existing network infrastructure and in particular no change on R6. No changes to ASN-GW and other network elements 
In summary, we enable a model where 16m BSs can be simply plugged into the existing WiMAX ASN-GWs. 

Proposed Text with change marks
[-------------------------------------------------Start of Text Proposal---------------------------------------------------]
[Change-1 Add the following overview section and text to 802.16m draft]
16.12 Migrating to Advanced Air Interface without impacting the deployed legacy network 
The migration to WirelessMAN OFDMA Advanced Air Interface may be done without impacting the deployed legacy network elements. The ABS should be able to connect to legacy access and core network elements. The ABS shall communicate to the AMSs that it is attached to the legacy network and the AMSs shall function in accordance to legacy network operations.
[-------------------------------------------------End of Text Proposal----------------------------------------------------]
































  


