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1. Introduction

External references to the detailed content of the standard (such as conformance documentation) cannot easily be implemented because the standard is missing fixed, named hooks to the detailed normative elements.  Without fixed named destinations, external references must refer to the context by subclause and table numbers. However, such numbers are not stable with respect to future maintenance actions. An example of the difficulties that will arise during later maintenance is documented in a liaison statement from ETSI BRAN (IEEE L802.16-07/043 <http://ieee802.org/16/liaison/docs/L80216-07_043.pdf>). The request made in that liaison statement could not be accommodated, and the maintenance of the conformance documentation suffered accordingly.
2. Need for ICS elements to be identified in draft
The solution to this problem is well known and is exemplified in IEEE Std 802.3. There, normative clauses in the standard are followed by PICS proforma tables in which the normative elements are given static names. For a good example, see IEEE Std 802.3, Section 1 <http://standards.ieee.org/getieee802/802.3.html>, Subclause 18.5 (“Protocol implementation conformance statement (PICS) proforma for Clause 18, Fiber optic medium attachment unit, type 10BASE-FL”).

Note that, by virtue of the footnote on the title of the PICS subclauses, IEEE has granted users rights to take advantage of the proforma: “Copyright release for PICS proformas: Users of this standard may freely reproduce the PICS proforma in this subclause so that it can be used for its intended purpose and may further publish the completed PICS.”

Note that the development of these PICS proforma tables will provide an aid to ensure that the normative content of the draft is clearly denoted and understood.

3. Proposal
Include in Clause 16 PICS proforma tables specified per ITU-T Recommendation X.296 (“OSI Conformance testing methodology and framework for protocol Recommendations for ITU-T applications – Implementation conformance statements”).

