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Minutes taken by Greg Ennis (WECA)     (310) 315-1700 gennis@mindspring.com
Chaired by Vic Hayes, Agere

Other Participants:


Dick Allen, Apple


Dave Case, Cisco


Peter Ecclesine, Cisco


Glenn Beckett, HP (for Tim Wakeley)


Greg Ennis, WECA


Carl Stevenson, Agere


TK Tan

The tentative agenda circulated by Vic called for: 

1. Opening, roll call. 
2. Review of submissions 
3. Brainstorm 
4. Action items 
5. Closure

1. Opening

2. Review of submissions

There were no written submissions, so we asked for oral submissions:

Dave Case report: works with TC8 who are preparing a draft letter to submit to China (Action for Dave: distribute this draft letter to group).  He also met with a representative from the China ministry who indicated that it will take 6-8 months to change this regulation.  Also, according to one engineer in the delegation of the Minister of II when visiting the FCC, it is possible that a modification of the rule to read 10 mW per MHz would be acceptable to China.  This is consistent with Japan, Korea, Taiwan and Europe.  Action for Dave: distribute a list of proper contact people within the Chinese Ministry to the group.

Greg Ennis report: WECA has engaged a Chinese attorney (Zhao Xiaohua, Holland and Knight) based in Washington DC who specializes in China issues for US commercial clients.  She is attempting to set up a meeting for a WECA delegation with the appropriate Chinese Ministry officials.  The tentative date is March 8, but sometime early the following week is also possible.  The participants in the meeting thus far will include Greg Ennis, Zhao Xiaohua, plus a representative from Intel’s local Beijing offices.  Additional participants are desired.  The purpose of this meeting will be to establish contact with the proper authorities within the ministry, explain the role of WECA within the worldwide wireless LAN industry, and to determine how we may work with the ministry towards resolving the current regulatory issues.  

Vic reported that the US ITO helped in the drafting of the letter that went out from IEEE under the signature of the IEEE chair.  Action for Vic: distribute this letter to the group.  He mentioned that AT&T apparently has good contacts within the Chinese ministry and an attempt was made to contact Harry Worstell while our conference call was going on, without success.  Vic also reported that Industry Canada had contacted him regarding our the Letter to the Minister of the Peoples’ Republic of China. They are also looking at how to help changing the rules in China.

Questions were raised regarding the timing, particularly given the earlier information that it would take 6-8 months to affect a change in the new regulation.  Vic pointed out that for devices already approved the new rules require them to be shut-off on December 31, 2004.

3. Brainstorm 

We then brainstormed on additional actions to take.  

One method mentioned was to use 802.11d and consequently control the power to the lower level. The disadvantage is that not all devices can switch the power.

There was some discussion of getting the US administration involved, perhaps the Department of Commerce.  This could be, as the US ITO has concluded, a WTO issue, as it can be interpreted as restraint of trade.  It also might be useful to involve Industry Canada.  It was suggested that when we meet with the Chinese ministry we could discuss the 5 GHz issues as well.

Peter Ecclesine mentioned that the FCC had approved the Report and Order for UWB. Apparently below 3.1 GHz the level must be tuned down 30 dB below the –41 dBm/MHz related to the normal Part 15 allowance.

Next call is scheduled for Monday February 25 at 9AM PST.  Action for Vic: arrange for this call.

Next call

Monday February 25, 2002, 9 AM PST, noon EST, 6 PM CET. Host Vic Hayes

  *  PARTICIPANT CODE:  152445

  *  International Access/Caller Paid Dial In Number:  (608)250-1828  
4. Summary of action items:

Dave Case: 

1) distribute draft of TC8 letter

2) distribute list of contact people at Chinese ministry (note: this is particularly important for WECA’s establishment of a meeting with them in early March)

3) distribute the public test and analysis report in Chinese as well as in English

Vic Hayes

1) distribute letter from IEEE chair to Chinese ministry

2) set up next call

Call adjourned
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