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Fact Sheet

The industry of meetings, incentives, conferences and exhibitions (MICE) is an industry
that generates 7.55 percent of all tourism revenue, with an average spending of people entering
Thailand on MICE purposes more than three times higher than an average spending of general
tourists and with an average stay of 5.28 days per visit. In 2013, the industry earned 88,485 million
baht for Thailand, or 7.55 percent of all tourism revenue, with a growth of about 11 percent

compared to a year earlier. In the same year, 1,013,502 people entering the country for MICE,

with most of them coming from People’s Republic of China, India, Malaysia and Japan.

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ministry of Interior, Ministry of Labor, Immigration Bureau
and Thailand Convention & Exhibition Bureau (public organization) have realized the importance of
MICE industry and would like foreigners entering Thailand for MICE to have a better understanding

about types and procedures of visa and work permit application. The following information,

therefore, is released:

Objectives

Type of Visa

1. Foreigners entering Thailand for the purposes
of being “employees or contractors of organizers
of conferences and seminars” to make the
conferences or seminars happen are regarded as
working under Foreigner Working Act of B.E. 2551
(2008). They must apply for a work permit with
Ministry of Labor, except for entering to work on
needed and urgent matters for a period of no
longer than 15 days. In that case, they shall

submit a Tor Tor 10 form.

Non-immigrant visa code B
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2. Foreigners entering Thailand for the following
purposes of trading and investment are not
regarded as working and need no work permit

and no Tor Tor 10 form:

2.1 Participating in meetings, conferences or
seminars

2.2 Attending exhibitions or trade shows

2.3 Visiting businesses or having business
meetings

2.4 Attending special or academic lectures

2.5 Attending lectures at technical trainings or

seminars

2.6 Purchasing goods at trade shows

Tourist visa

Foreigners entering Thailand for MICE without
the purposes of being employed or working for

income, but being event attendants will be

regarded as tourists under the definition of
Tourism Authority of Thailand Act of B.E. 2522
(1979).

Remarks Foreigners of certain nationalities
who are allowed to enter Thailand without
visa or who are allowed to apply for Visa on
Arrival (VoA) are able to look for information

on the website of Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
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