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 From: 
Stuart J. Kerry ( stuart@ok-brit.com ), Chair, IEEE 802.11 Working Group

To: Vivek Gupta (vivek.g.gupta@intel.com), Chair, IEEE 802.21
Title: IEEE 802.11u requirement on advertismen of online enrolment methods supported by local networks
Dear Vivek,

During the plenary meeting of the IEEE802.11u group held in Dallas on November 2006 it was decided that the IEEE 802.11u requirement of definining functionality by which the STA is able to determine what online enrolment (also called online subscription) methods are supported by the local network was changed to optional.
The task group considered this requirement to be within the scope of IEEE 802.21 as it regards advertisment of information similar to already existing paramenters advertised via IEEE802.21 mechanisms.

IEEE 802.11u would like to ask IEEE 802.21 if advertisment of online enrolment methods supported by local networks represents an interesting functionality suitable for inclusion in the IEEE 802.21 project.

The following table is an extract from the IEEE 802.11u requirements document 11-05-0822-12-000u-tgu-requirements.doc, providing more details about the requirement of advertising of online enrolment methods supported by local networks:

	Reference
	Requirement
	Notes (informative)
	Requirement Class

	R12N8
	Define functionality by which the STA is able to determine what online enrolment (also called online subscription) methods are supported by the local network.
	Some networks allow users to enroll “over the air” – for example, the Wi-Fi alliance has defined such functionality based on browser capture, as part of the Universal Access Method – (UAM) concept.  The idea is to allow a STA to determine whether a network supports such functionality (and if so which one).  If the network does not support enrolment, then the user must already be in possession of security credentials (e.g. as determined by the EAP method in use) unless the network provides open access.
	Optional


We look forward to additional discussions, and invite you to send feedback for the IEEE 802.11u review and possibly attend future IEEE 802.11 face-to-face meetings to discuss the working draft, if so desired.  The next two IEEE 802.11 meetings are January 14th -19th  2007, London, UK, and March 11th -16th 2007, Orlando, Florida, USA.

For your reference, ANSI/IEEE Std. 802.11-1999, as amended by IEEE Std. 802.11a, IEEE Std. 802.11b, IEEE Std. 802.11b-COR1, IEEE Std. 802.11d, IEEE Std. 802.11g-2003, IEEE Std. 802.11h-2003, IEEE Std. 802.11i-2004, IEEE Std. 802.11j-2004 is the current version of the IEEE 802.11 Standard.

Please contact Stuart J. Kerry, IEEE 802.11 Working Group chair, together with Stephen McCann, the IEEE 802.11u chair with any questions.

Best Regards,

Stuart J. Kerry

Contact information: 

Stuart J. Kerry

stuart.kerry@philips.com  

+1 408 474 7356

Stephen McCann

stephen.mccann@roke.co.uk

+44 1794 833341
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