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Overview
Follow up text from proposals in Atlanta, based on presentations and 
straw polls

See https://www.ieee802.org/3/da/public/0323/zimmerman_3da_01a_03092023.pdf

And https://www.ieee802.org/3/da/public/0323/strawpolls_3da_01_03142023.pdf

https://www.ieee802.org/3/da/public/0323/zimmerman_3da_01a_03092023.pdf
https://www.ieee802.org/3/da/public/0323/strawpolls_3da_01_03142023.pdf


Review – What is the TCI?
Connects DTE to the mixing segment 
medium
◦ Technically meets definition of MDI in IEEE 

Std 802.3
◦ Except – 3 ports: left, right, and PMA
◦ Restricts mixing segments to linear 

topologies

Eliminates stubs from mixing segment
◦ Supports in-and-out
◦ Supports stubs as part of DTE

Supports compensation, but on the 
PMA side of the interface

Source https://www.ieee802.org/3/da/public/0323/zimmerman_3da_01a_03092023.pdf slide 14



Review – Summary approach

Source https://www.ieee802.org/3/da/public/0323/zimmerman_3da_01a_03092023.pdf slide 15



Straw Polls



What’s in the text?
Two files – one clean, one compare from draft 0.7
◦ 8023-168_with TCI_clean.pdf and 8023-168_wTCI_CMP.pdf

Editor’s notes on PMA specifications which need to be aligned
New descriptive text on Mixing Segment
New requirement that mixing segment be linear
Revised example figure as per straw poll, showing TCI
MDI section replaced by TCI with placeholders for TCI electrical specifications



Consideration for changes
Comment:
◦ Some TCI connectors may need a dummy load to offset internal compensation in 

order to meet insertion & return loss requirements

Suggested changes to mixing segement IL & RL requirements:
◦ Change “without any PMAs or loads attached” to “without any DTEs attached”
◦ Add “If the mixing segment includes TCI connectors which are specified to use a 

dummy load, this requirement may be met with the dummy load attached.”



Notes from discussion of text
• Consider up-front line making it clear that TCI is an interface plane, not

a device
• Scrub text for remaining instances of MDI – reword for TCI or PMA port 

of TCI where appropriate
• Refine 2nd para. 168.7 text to: “TCI may physically be implemented as a 

“T” type connection…” (also in 168.8)
• Consider further reduction of descriptive text at the start of 168.8
• Make it clear that specifications in 168.7 and 168.8 need to be met 

without regard to the presence or power state of any attached DTEs.
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