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Overview
Follow up text from proposals in Atlanta, based on presentations and 
straw polls

See https://www.ieee802.org/3/da/public/0323/zimmerman_3da_01a_03092023.pdf

And https://www.ieee802.org/3/da/public/0323/strawpolls_3da_01_03142023.pdf

https://www.ieee802.org/3/da/public/0323/zimmerman_3da_01a_03092023.pdf
https://www.ieee802.org/3/da/public/0323/strawpolls_3da_01_03142023.pdf


Review – What is the TCI?
Connects DTE to the mixing segment 
medium
◦ Technically meets definition of MDI in IEEE 

Std 802.3
◦ Except – 3 ports: left, right, and PMA
◦ Restricts mixing segments to linear 

topologies

Eliminates stubs from mixing segment
◦ Supports in-and-out
◦ Supports stubs as part of DTE

Supports compensation, but on the 
PMA side of the interface

Source https://www.ieee802.org/3/da/public/0323/zimmerman_3da_01a_03092023.pdf slide 14



Review – Summary approach

Source https://www.ieee802.org/3/da/public/0323/zimmerman_3da_01a_03092023.pdf slide 15



Straw Polls



What’s in the text?
Two files – one clean, one compare from draft 0.7
◦ 8023-168_with TCI_clean.pdf and 8023-168_wTCI_CMP.pdf

Editor’s notes on PMA specifications which need to be aligned
New descriptive text on Mixing Segment
New requirement that mixing segment be linear
Revised example figure as per straw poll, showing TCI
MDI section replaced by TCI with placeholders for TCI electrical specifications



Updates from Adhoc Text
• Allowance for TCIs which use a dummy load to offset internal compensation when 

no DTE is attached
• Up-front text making it clear that TCI is an interface plane, not a device
• Scrub text for remaining instances of MDI – reword for TCI or PMA port of TCI 

where appropriate (throughout clause)
• Refine 2nd para. 168.7 text to: “TCI may physically be implemented as a “T” type 

connection…” (also in 168.8)
• Make it clear that specifications in 168.7 and 168.8 need to be met without regard 

to the presence or power state of any attached DTEs.
• Further reduction of descriptive text in 168.7 intro

• Thank you to Chris Diminico



Motion
Move that the IEEE P802.3da Task Force adopt the text shown in 8023-
168_withTCIr1.pdf (changed from d0.7 as 8023-
168_withTCIr1_CMP_changesonly.pdf) as baseline text for clause 168.

M: George Zimmerman 
S: Jon Lewis

MOTION PASSES BY UNANIMOUS CONSENT
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