Top 10 things to do while in Beijing
Being in Beijing for the past several years, unavoidable I had adopted in some local life style and here are the 10 personal favorite things I will recommend if you only have a short stay in this city:

By Jerry Huang, IEEE 802 2014 Plenary Beijing contact

1. TianAnMen Square + Forbidden City

a) TianAnMen Square: world’s largest open square with lots of famous monument and attractions. 

i. From hotel: 

1. Take Subway Line 2 from GuoMao Station (under the China World Hotel), you can get off from TianAnMen East or TianAnMen West station, both works.

2. Subway is 2RMB (about USD$0.35) per ride, regardless on the distance. You can tour the entire Beijing subway system with 2RMB as long as you do not get out of the subway station

ii. ZhongNanHai: West side of the TianAnMen Square, along the Forbidden City Wall, across the ChangAn Street from People’s Hall, there is a very large entrance with military guard and plane cloth security at the front and no signs.  That will be ZhongNanHai, similar to our White House, it is where China leaders live and work.  Public visit: No! Take photos: probably not. Hang around: not an option and not suggested
iii. More on TianAnMen Square: http://www.travelchinaguide.com/attraction/beijing/tianan.htm
b) The Forbidden City: 9999 and 1/2 rooms in the city

i. China emperor is the son of the Heaven King. The Heaven King has a palace of 10000 rooms, as his son and to show respect, the Forbidden City can not have move rooms than the Heaven Father’s palace. I personally not interesting in counting through the 9999 rooms, I believe it exist for no one can lie to the emperor – the punishment is too… you know.  However, I am extremely interested in finding out what the 1/2 room looks like and what it is for?  I have not been successful in the search and welcome your sharing if you get lucky.
ii. Have you notice there is no tree in the entire Forbidden City (except the garden area)?  Can you guess why?.......... OK, here’s the answer: to avoid assassin (no place for high Kung-Fu Ninjia to hide). 

iii. Transportation: Taxi is NOT allowed to make stop at front and the back door of the Forbidden City.  After the city’s tour, the last thing you wish is more walking.  Well, unless you can read Chinese and figure out the bus system, you will need to walk a bit, find a side street to flag a cab.  My usual tour route is to take subway to TianAnMen Square, enter Forbidden City from the front, exit out the back door, go East for a block to find a taxi.  You can also try the tricycle, for probably 50RMB (negotiable), they can race you through the street traffic (yes, I mean race! between cars and buses…) and take you to WangFuJing tourism district.  It will be an interesting adventure.
iv. More on Forbidden City: http://www.travelchinaguide.com/cityguides/beijing/forbidden.htm
2. Great Wall

a) Picnic and call home from top of the Wall – at my favorite MuTianYu session.  There is a watch tower on MuTianYu Great Wall allow you to go up to the 2nd floor of the tower.  I always bring my friends there to have picnic (prepare own sandwich) and call Mom/home from top of the Wall.
b) More on the MuTianYu Great Wall: http://www.travelchinaguide.com/china_great_wall/scene/beijing/mutianyu.htm
3. Summer Palace

a) The world’s largest royal garden. This is where the emperors worked and stayed during the Summer time at late Qing Dynasty.  
b) My personal secret hide-out to enjoy a nice afternoon: a tiny two story building located by the stone bridge next to the marble boat on the lake side at end of the Long Gallery.  Tourism photo gallery is downstairs but a tea house upstairs.  No signs outside and you will have to go through the photo gallery to a small stair way to get up.  Sit at the balcony, order a nice pot of tea (cost about $10-$20, depending on the type of tea, good for 3-4 people) and enjoy the view from an ancient building, not allowing civilian access (death penalty) over a century ago.

c) Many individual souvenir sales people will approach you with gift selling.  Everything is negotiable.  Personal suggestion: don’t buy for most are junk quality.  Also be careful that they may slip you different country currency (less value) as part of the changes.  Count every bill in front of them; you will not offend them by doing so or negotiating prices.

d) There is subway (line 4, BeiGongMen Station) in front of Summer Palace to connect you back to GuoMao Station (line 2, where the hotel is).

e) More on the Summer Palace: http://www.travelchinaguide.com/cityguides/beijing/summer.htm
4. Silk Market

a) Probably it is the most dangerous place (to your wallet) in Beijing.  Tons of goods you can not resist.  Almost anything you can think of: bags, clothes, shoes, DVD titles, custom tailors, scarves, local souvenirs, watches, jewelry, sun glasses, teas, golf clubs…,  they have it there.  You will not have communication concern at the market for sales lady usually are multi-lingual.  

b) It is also a standard process to negotiate pricing and again, you are not hurting anyone’s feeling negotiating.  
c) More on the Silk Market: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=01uEyqXuAQk (This is the Youtube link, please view it while you are not in China for Youtube does not work in China)
5. Dirt Market

a) Used to be the antique distribution center market for Beijing local shops, later on developed in to a regular market and open to the public.

b) Traditionally it opens only during the weekends and starts very early in the morning (like 4-5AM) and closes in the early afternoon.  Now it is open 7 days a week till late afternoon. 

c) Most of the antiques in the market are re-produced products (fake).  However, if you are as good as Indiana Jones and have good knowledge in judging the antique, you may find something worthy with very low cost – I think the odds are probably a little bit better than winning the lottery ticket.

d) My thinking in buying the so called antique here is almost like buying a souvenir.  I will spot something I like; set a price I will want to pay, if I get it, GREAT! And if I don’t, keep looking.  I think you will have more fun this way.

e) Again, everything is negotiable. Be firm on what you wish to pay, and if you cannot make deal with the seller, look around, there are usually other sellers selling the same stuff (or something similar) in the neighborhood.  If you really can’t find other substitution you like, there is nothing wrong to go back and re-negotiate.  Again, you will not hurt seller’s feeling.

f) BTW, why it called Dirt Market?  One of the local friends told me that the place used to be just a simple open market for antique resellers.  The ground was just a simple dirt ground and not organized.  That’s where the name came from – I guessed that was way before my time.

g) More information on Dirt Market: http://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g294212-d324161-Reviews-Panjiayuan_Market_Dirt_Market-Beijing.html
h) Transportation: 

i. From hotel: take subway line 10 South to PanJiaYuan Station (3 stops).

6. Hot Pot

a) Not officially recorded in the history book but most believes Hot Pot was invented by Mongolian soldiers (if you look at the traditional hot pot oven in Beijing, it does look like a Mongolian soldier’s helmet).  Mongolian military is known as its speed.  In order to maintain the strength and the marching speed (mainly on horse back), they had found out cutting the meat in thin slices and cooked in hot boiling water can achieve the objective (and naturally the helmet can be used as the water boiling pot).  Later on as the Mongolian established Yuan Dynasty and made capital in Beijing, this tradition remained and became a main cuisine that only offered to the nobles at the time.  Thanks to the new modern world we can now all enjoy what used to be the privileges to a few back in 6-7 centuries ago.

b) There are many century-old restaurants in Beijing famous with hot pot.  But again, hot pot is a very popular cuisine in Beijing and lots of places have them.  My personal favorite is HaiDiLao – great services, nice food but long line (they offer shoe shine, manicure, snacks and chess games while you wait).
c) More on hot pot restaurants: http://www.travelchinaguide.com/cityguides/beijing/dinning/hotpot.htm 

7. Karaoke

a) Ever wanted to be a singer but having issue sign at a small Karaoke Bar with a tiny 13 inches TV screen in front of a bunch stranger?  Try the Karaoke in China.

b) Karaoke became a very popular social activity in China and often friends gather together and have a wonderful night out.  Most Karaoke places offer private rooms – yes, private for you and your friends only.  The largest room I held a company annual party holds up to almost 100 people with stage, recording (audio and video) equipments and facility in the room.  Large LCD screen and self-managed touch-screen control console is standard setup in the rooms.  Almost all Karaoke places open 24x7 and some offer free dinner or late night food court snacks.  Some even with dance floor…  Do they have music other than Chinese songs?  Oh yeah!, As an international city, I must say they probably more international than some of our cities.  Just like the Silk Market, the music selection is multi-lingual.  Try it! You may fulfill your childhood dream as a super star singer.
c) More on Karaoke in Beijing: http://www.tour-beijing.com/blog/beijing-travel/best-karaoke-venues-in-beijing/ 
8. ShiChaHai
a) An area combined with traditional HuTong (old Beijing housing), restaurants, bars, lakes and views… a must go spot in Beijing.

b) This is the place you can easily enjoy for a day (or at least half day).  My personal favorite tour in this area is backpacking.  Walk around, go through every small alley (HuTong in Beijing dialogue) and explore.  If you wish, you can even rent a bike at the subway station and tour around – I prefer walking for I do not need to worry about where to “park” my bike.

c) So much information in this area it will be a book if I listed them all.  For more information: http://www.travelchinaguide.com/attraction/beijing/shichahai.htm 

9. Museum 

a) There are over 100 plus museums in Beijing and some say it will take your life time to go through all their exhibitions.

b) My personal favorite is the Beijing Military Museum (OK, I admit, it is a guy thing).  Do you know:

i. China invented the flame thrower a thousand years prior than Germany in WWI?

ii. China was using cruise missile back in Ming Dynasty (600 years ago)

iii. Plus more for military fans

iv. Down side: very limited English information, unless you are a big time military fan, I will not recommend.

c) If you only have time to go to one:

i. China National Museum (right on TianAnMen Square): http://en.chnmuseum.cn/  

10. Beijing Duck

a) What can I say about this?  It’s like the hot pot, another famous cuisine in Beijing if you like duck dishes.

b) The top 10 places to go for Beijing ducks: http://www.china.org.cn/travel/beijingguide/2011-08/05/content_23143593.htm 
c) Although I am not a duck person, I had tried almost all the places listed above and must say it is not bad.  

i. My personal favorite will be Da Dong (kind of pricy) and King Roast Duck (fair pricing).  

ii. Hua’s restaurant is located on a restaurant street and ancient Chinese setup – kind of interesting to go.  

iii. QuanJuDe (#1 on the list) is over 150 years old with multiple locations. If you wish to go to this one, you must go to the one located at QianMen (South of TianAnMen Square.  QianMen means “Front Gate” in Chinese.  This is the exact location where this restaurant started one and half century ago).  You will see a lot of celebrity photos on the wall.  The restaurant only takes reservation on private suite and it is very pricy.  Go earlier to avoid long wait.

Additional tips:

1. It is safe to walk around Beijing.  Generally speaking the public safety is very good.

2. Not all places can accept non-China issued credit cards (VISA, Master, AMEX, Dinners).  They can accept China issued same credit card but not the one issued from other country.  Bring cash or check credit card status before you go – local currency (RMB).
3. Exchange rate is usually better at banks.  There are many banks around the hotel area.  If possible, make exchange there.

If you need additional information or suggestion, please feel free to drop me an email at jerrycjhuang@gmail.com.  I shall try to get back to you as soon as I can.  If for any urgent issue, please contact Dawn at Face to Face.
Hope you have a great time and see you in Beijing.

Jerry 

