
Response to Ofcom Implementation Plan Questions
See plan for background text that each question addresses.
Question 4.1 Do you see scope for using simpler auction formats in the future than used in the UK in the past?
Question 4.2 Do you agree future auctioned licences be for a minimum fixed term with a rolling extension?

Question 4.3 If licences with minimum fixed terms folowed by rolling terms are introduced, do you agree that AIP should be payable during the roling term of a licence?
Question 4.4 What should Ofcom do to ensure that bidders are well informed and well prepared to participate in an auction?

Question 4.5 Do you agree these are relevant consideration which Ofcom should take into account in devising its programme of spectrum awards?
Question 4.6 Do you believe that the proposed award programme is appropriate? 
Question 5.1 Do you agree with these proposals for the award of Band III?
Question 5.2 Do you agree Ofcom should award a national licence on a technology and service neutral basis by auction or is there another option for award that is more likely to meet users’ requirements?
Question 5.3 Do you think that spectrum in the band should be allocated for emergency services and business radio use?
Question 5.4 Do you believe it is appropriate wait until after the RRC in 2006 before developing policy proposals?
Question 5.5 Do you agree Ofcom should award a UK licence on a technology and service neutral basis by auction?
Question 5.6 Do you think Ofcom’s proposal is appropriate?

Question 5. 7 Is the award of a small number of concurrent UK low power licences (on the basis described) the right approach?
Question 5.8 What, in your opinion is the optimum number of low power licences?
1790 – 1798 MHz


Question 5.9 Do you believe the release of this band is a priority?

2010 – 2025 MHz

Question 5.10 Is a technology neutral UK licence or licences the right approach?
Question 5.11 Do you think it useful to run the awards for 2010 – 2025 MHz and 2290 – 2302 MHz bands at the same time to facilitate the option of creating potential FDD pairings? How important do you think this is, compared to say the risk of extra complexity?

Question 5.12 Do you have any comments on how the auctions might be linked?

2290 – 2302 MHz


Question 5.13 Is a technology neutral UK licence or licences the right approach?
Question 5.14 Do you think it useful to run the awards for 2010 – 2025 MHz and 2290 – 2302 MHz bands at the same time to facilitate the option of creating potential FDD pairings? How important do you think this is, compared to say the risk of extra complexity?
Question 5.15 Do you have any comments on how the auctions might be linked?

2500 – 2690 MHz


Question 5.16 Is a technology neutral award the right approach for the award of 2500 – 2690 MHz?
Question 5.17 Do you consider an auction in 2006/7 appropriate?

Question 5.18 Do you have any views on the relevance of encouraging new entry through the auction design, and if so how this might be effected?

Question 5.19 What do you consider is the right approach to packaging this spectrum?

3.6 – 4.2 GHz (3695-3875 MHz paired with 4015 – 4195 MHz)

Question 6.1 Do you agree that the band should be open for further terrestrial applications once Ofcom has clarified and regularised current usage in the band?

10 GHz (10.125-10.225 GHz paired with 10.475 – 10.575 MHz)
Question 6.2 Do you agree with the proposal to award a single UK licence on a  service and technology neutral basis?
28 GHz (28.0525 to 29.4525 GHz)

Question 6.3 Do you agree with the proposal to open an award process for the remaining regional licences on the lines suggested?

32 GHz Band (31.8 – 33.1 GHz)

Question 6.4 Do you agree with the proposal to award one or more UK licences on a service and technology neutral basis?
Question 6.5 How many licences should be offered?

Question 6.6 Do you agree that the award process should be on the lines proposed?

40 GHz (40.5 to 43.5 GHz)

Question 6.7 Do you agree with the proposal to license part of the 40 GHz band to encourage its use for the development of innovative services and technologies?

Question 6.8 How much of the band should be opened for this purposes and what technical conditions should be imposed?

Question 6.9 Within what timescale should this licensing process be opened, in particular is the suggestion of the end of 2005/06 appropriate?

Question 6.10 Do you agree that point to point links should be licensed in part of this band on a location specific assigned basis, in the same way the existing point to point bands are licensed. If so how much spectrum do you consider would be appropriate for this?

Removing restrictions on the use of spectrum for mobile services

Question 8.1 Do you have any views on the approach that Ofcom should take to restrictions that prevent the use of spectrum for mobile services other than 3G?
Question 8.2 Do you have a view on whether Ofcom should impose restrictions on new spectrum licences to prevent use of the spectrum for mobile services other than 3G?

Question 8.3 Do you agree that it may be appropriate to allow a period of time to elapse following an auction before extending liberalisation to auctioned licences, through the removal of restrictions as to type of use and technology? Please comment on this issue either as a general matter, or in relation to particular classes of auctioned licences, such as the 3.4 Ghz licences, or both.

Question 8.4 If your answer to question 8.3 is affirmative, do you have a view on the period that might be alowed to elapse before removing restrictions on the 3.4 Ghz licences? We would also be interested in your views on whether we need to seek to resolve this issue at any particular time.

Question 8.5 Do you consider that the criteria used above are the most relevant considerations in relation to the potential removal of restrictions on offering 3G mobile services? Do you have any views on the approach that Ofcom should take towards removing restrictions in existing spectrum licences that prevent use of the spectrum to provide 3G mobile services? Which of options 1-4 above do you think offers an appropriate balance between those considerations that are relevant?
Question 8.6 Do you consider that the criteria used above are the most relevant considerations in relation to the application of liberalisation to the award of new licences and the opportunity to offer 3G services?

Question 8.7 Ofcom seeks views from interested parties on the approach that it should take to the award of new licences (other than in the 2010-2025 MHz and 2500-2690 MHz bands), and whether these should contain any restrictions as to use of the spectrum to offer 3G services. Do you have any views on which of the options discussed offers the most appropriate balance between relevant considerations?

Question 8.8 Do you have a view on whether it is useful to have a working definition of the term “3G services”? If so, do you agree with the definition set out for illustrative purposes above?


Trading and liberalisation in existing 2G and 3G bands

Question 9.1 Do you have a view on the appropriate timing for seeking to resolve the issues discussed in this Section?
Question 9.2 Do you consider that there should, in principle, be benefits from extending liberalisation to the spectrum presently used for 2G services, so that there is greater flexibility for the market to determine optimum use?

Question 9.3 Do you have any comments on the significance of the constraints on liberalisation of 2G spectrum that are likely to flow from (a) technical constraints, to avoid undue interference, or (b) international obligations? What approach should Ofcom take to the liberalisation of the 2G spectrum, given the international obligations? And what approach should Ofcom take to those harmonisation measures that are relevant to the existing 2G spectrum?

Question 9.4 In your view, how relevant is the structure of competition in 3G services established by the 3G auction to considering the potential extension of liberalisation to the existing 2G bands?

Question 9.5 – Do you have any views on how Ofcom should analyse the potential effects of liberalisation of the existing 2G bands? Which aspects of the analysis do you think will be particularly important?

Question 9.6 – Do you have any comments on the options for giving effect to liberalisation of the existing 2G spectrum?

Question 9. 7 – Do you have any comments on the extension of trading to the existing 2G licences, or on the extension of trading and liberalisation to the existing 3G licences?

3G Operators roll out obligations – draft guidance

Question 10.1 Do you agree that guidance from Ofcom on its approach to enforcement of the 3G roll out obligations would be helpful?
Question 10.2 What are your views on Ofcom’s proposed guidance on enforcement action?
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