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Local network for Computer Interconnection.

Scope and Purpose of Proposed Standard.  The proposed standard will apply to Data Processing
devices which need to communicate with each other at a moderate data rate

(1 M bit/sec) and within a local area (physical data path up to 4 km). The purpose
of the proposed standard is to provide compatibility between devices of different
manufacture so that the hardware and software customization necessary for effective
data communication is minimized or eliminated.
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December 21, 1979 /

Mr. Thomas Harrison ,;
IBM Corporation, 3A57 /
01d Orchard Road

Armonk, NY 10504 (f
Dear Tom: -,

Enclosed is a copy of IEEE Standards Project Authorization request number 802, which we
discussed over the phone the other day. Enclosed also is a photocopy Of an-drticle from
Computer Business News which I gather is similar to the one you were reading from another
journal.

I called Maris Graube shortly after we finished our discussion, but he was in a meeting
and I did not get to talk to him. It may be that I will before leaving today.

The significant thing of interest to you, I think, is that the IEEE Standards Board voted
to table the request which means that it cannot now be approved before the March meeting
of that Board. The reason for defferal was that there was insufficient indication of
coordination with other IEEE activities, in particular the Communications Society. 1 ex-
press to you also my personal concern of lack of understanding as to what really is going
on here. -

the press release reads it does sound as though tie approach is reasonably orderly,
] ] rement'. This suggests to me that the task

+} . -3 1 -
mi1 ne he m nal Teaqul
N1 Ne L L UNC onali Tequ

1 rese les the one that has been underway for some time in IEC TC 65 and TC 66 and
11 ewhere in the complex structure of 1SO TC 97, to say nothing of the Purdue Work-
5N
We will do our best to sort this thing out and keep it on track, but I am sure you renlize
. '~ 1< the IEEE Standards Board is concerned, it is almost duty bound to support a
[ is proposed by a recognized entity 1in the Institute and properly coor=
dir { within the Institute. Nevertheless, that Board is increasingly sensitive to coor-
fination within th otal ANSI framework as well as the international activities.

We will keep you posted and I hope that you can forestall any hasty action in the X3 family
in the next month or two. ’

-

;g

Cordially,

it &JTBLVQQG_ ]

Ivan G. Easton
Consulting Director of Standards

IGE/ jdc .
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