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1.  Abstract 
 
Once a transformer is properly manufactured to the owner's specifications and industry standards, the job 
is not complete.  An essential task in procuring a quality transformer is to transport it safely to the site.  
Transportation is no longer an afterthought.  It is an important to ensure that a well-manufactured 
transformer is delivered promptly, in the same condition that it left the factory. 
 
This presentation is intended as a "teaser" to initiate a forum of discussion and resources for a potential 
upcoming standards activity by the Committee.  The West Coast Working Group (under the Power 
Transformers Subcommittee) is considering starting work on a "Guide for the Transport of Power 
Transformers".   
 
 
2.  Learning Objectives    
 
The transportation of transformers is a broad subject - much larger than can be adequately covered in 
this brief presentation.  This presentation will "scratch the surface" by covering a few items of interest: 
 

• Alternate design solutions to overcome transport restrictions 
• Field tests to help determine hidden internal damage 
• Types of potential impacts that can occur during transport 
• How to specify and discover impact limitations 
• Impact recorder issues 
• Additional worthwhile transport bracing 
• Choosing a good rigging contractor 
• Manufacturers obligations 
• Airborne transports ("flying transformers") 
• Applying power transformers to wind power projects 

 
 
3.  Learning Outcomes 
 
Attendees at this presentation will gain a better understanding of the importance of specifying preferences 
and requirements that will help ensure a prompt and safe transport of power transformers.  They will also 
discover a couple of unique solutions to overcome barriers that may exist when moving a large 
transformer to a difficult location. 
 
It is desired that the presentation will also initiate excitement in the anticipation of an upcoming guide 
document.  Furthermore, this presentation is an opportunity to identify individuals who have experience in 
transportation & rigging issues and is an opportunity to solicit their involvement in standards work. 
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